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The  IB  Diploma at International College Hong Kong  
 
Dear Students  
 
I would first like to congratulate you on having successfully come this far in your educational journey. Secondly, I would                    
like to welcome you to the world of the International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP)! You are about to embark on a                    
challenging yet highly rewarding learning experience which will hopefully enable you to become more independent,               
inquisitive, caring  and  well-rounded individuals who  would  always step  out of their  comfort zones in  your learning.  
 
ICHK welcomes you to the final two years of your secondary school life and we hope that you are responsible and                     
enthusiastic about what is being offered to you. This handbook will provide information about the IB Diploma Programme                  
(IBDP) curriculum and  help  you  in  deciding which  courses best suit you.  
 
The IBDP curriculum offered by ICHK provides a rigorous, cohesive and comprehensive two-year programme of               
concurrent study for highly motivated students who come from varying educational backgrounds, abilities and interests               
and who are seeking tertiary opportunities both locally and abroad. Thus, the IBDP is a rigorous pre-university                 
programme which promotes learning and creativity and provides a sound basis for lifelong learning. The Diploma is                 
recognized as an excellent university preparatory course and is thus highly regarded by universities and colleges around                 
the  world.  
 
At ICHK, you will have a variety of courses and levels of focus in each course from which to choose, complemented by a                       
wide selection of co-curricular activities to provide a well-rounded education. This handbook is intended to give you an                  
overview of what to expect over the next two years. Your educational experience is not simply meant to develop your                    
mental  ability but will  also  work to  strengthen your physical, emotional, ethical, creative  and  spiritual  advancement.  
 
 
Enjoy the  journey!  
 
 
Sincerely  
 
 
Flora  Lai 
IB  Diploma Coordinator 
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If  you believe  in something, you must  

not  just  think  or  talk  or  write, but  must act.”  
Alec Peterson, Head of  the  IBO,  2003 

 
 
International College Hong Kong (ICHK) is a secondary school offering quality education, small class sizes and is set on                   
a  green and  spacious campus.  
 
ICHK inspires its students to realise their full academic and personal potential. Our inquiry based approach to learning is                   
designed to help students develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to participate actively and responsibly in a                 
changing world. 
 
ICHK is a community school. As a community, we expect each individual to be principled, to appreciate and critically                   
examine different viewpoints and  to  act in  support of each  other’s learning and  development. 
 
The  IB  Learner  Profile  
 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognising their common humanity and                  
shared  guardianship of the  planet, help to  create  a  better and  more  peaceful  world.  
 
IB  Learners  strive  to be: 
 
Inquirers: They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and                 
show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their                  
lives. 
 
Knowledgeable: They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they                 
acquire  in-depth knowledge and  develop understanding across a  broad  and  balanced range  of disciplines. 
Thinkers: They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex                
problems, and  make  reasoned, ethical decisions. 
 
Communicators: They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one               
language and  in  a  variety of modes of communication. They  work effectively and  willingly in  collaboration with others. 
 
Principled: They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the                     
individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany                
them. 
 
Open-minded: They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the                
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and               
evaluating a  range of points of view, and  are  willing to  grow  from the  experience. 
 
Caring: They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal                  
commitment to  service, and  act to  make  a  positive difference  to  the  lives of others and  to  the  environment. 
 
Risk-takers: They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the              
independence of spirit to  explore new  roles, ideas and  strategies. They  are  brave  and  articulate  in  defending their  beliefs. 
 
Balanced: They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being               
for  themselves and  others. 
Reflective: They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and                 
understand their  strengths and  limitations in  order to  support their  learning and  personal  development. 
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What  is  the  International Baccalaureate (IB)?  
The International Baccalaureate is a rigorous, international curriculum which offers high quality programmes of              
education to a worldwide community of schools. There are more than 850,000 IB students at 2,935 schools in 139                   
countries. The IB incorporates the best elements of several national educational systems with a focus on academic                 
rigour, an  international perspective  and  the  interrelationship of all  knowledge.  
 
What  is  the  IB  Organisation'’s  mission statement?  
“The International Baccalaureate Organisation aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who              
help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end the IBO                   
works with schools, governments and international organisations to develop challenging programmes of international             
education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students across the world to become active,              
compassionate and  lifelong learners who  understand that  other people, with their  differences, can  also  be  right.” 
 
Alignment between the  IBO  and ICHK  Missions?  
The IB Diploma is a natural progression of our school’s ethos and vision. ICHK is a community school, locally-rooted but                    
globally minded. As an  international school, we  foster the  fundamental principles of the  International Baccalaureate:  
 

● International Mindedness/Global Understanding 
● Holistic Education  
● Communication  

 
ICHK students benefit from an international education by gaining historical and contemporary knowledge of the world,                
acquiring second or third languages, developing an awareness and understanding of global issues and interacting with                
people of differing  views and  perspectives.  
 
ICHK students are principled and they critically examine the viewpoints of others while acting in support of others. They                   
think and act critically, creatively and independently and understand the relationship between rights and responsibilities               
while  practising tolerance and  acceptance.  
 
ICHK’s guiding mission and vision is also shaped by the ideas and practices of Kurt Hahn, the founder of United World                     
College and  a  key inspiration for  the  tenements of the  International Baccalaureate.  
 
Furthermore, our partner schools, Hong Lok Yuen International School, Japanese International School and Kingston              
International School all run the IB Primary Years Programme and the IB Diploma has been deemed the logical and most                    
beneficial conclusion to  their  primary and  secondary schooling.  
 
How do students  benefit  from  earning an IB  Diploma?  
The advantages afforded to a student earning an IB Diploma are many. Since the Diploma is internationally recognised,                  
universities throughout the world are eager to admit Diploma-holders into their institutions because the IB Diploma                
produces students who are well-rounded, possess depth and breadth in their studies, take on challenging risks and learn                  
to reflect on their growth. IB graduates are knowledgeable thinkers who critically analyze the world around them and                  
work towards creating a better, more peaceful world. They have very strong communication skills and are able to adapt                   
creatively and  flexibly to  a  wide  range of circumstances.  
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Admission requirements 
The  Head of School makes the  final  decision on  admission of students into the  school.  
 

1. As English is the language of instruction in all years, applicants must demonstrate a satisfactory level                
of English proficiency in  order to  access the  curriculum.  

2. Students should  have  a  record  of commitment to  learning and  good behaviour at school. 
3. ICHK is a community school. Parents should be supportive of their children’s education and be willing                

to  become involved in  the  life and  ethos of the  school. 
4. Students with learning needs may be admitted if the school believes that their needs can be met by                  

the school’s Learning Support Programmes and the student can be placed in a mainstream classroom               
without jeopardizing the  education of other students. 

 
Admission into the  IB  Diploma Programme:  
(Students must first meet all  admission requirements as stated  above.) 
 
Students who have completed their Y11 course of study (GCSE/IGCSE or equivalent) are eligible to apply for the IBDP                   
by submitting a written application to the Head of School followed by an interview with the IB coordinator or Head of                     
School.  
 
In order for students to meet with success in the IBDP, it is recommended that students have a minimum of 5 A*- C                       
grades at GCSE or equivalent and  a  minimum of grade B for  Higher Level subjects.  
 

● All admissions are subject to the overriding proviso that we can provide an appropriate curriculum to                
meet the student’s needs. Sometimes timetabling constraints and a lack of numbers for a particular               
subject may mean  that  some  courses are  unavailable.  

● In addition, students should have demonstrated a commitment to CAS. Subject teachers and the              
pastoral team  will  advise  each  student as to  his or her suitability for  a  particular course.  

● When we accept a student into the IB Diploma with the minimum requirements (Grade Cs), we do so                  
in the first place, provisionally. If it is clear, following Internal assessments, that the student is not                 
coping with the level of academic work, we may need to recommend a change of level or course, in                   
consultation with the  student and  the  student’s parents. 

● It is recognised that some students will have to transfer between IB Higher and Standard Level                
courses or from the full IB Diploma to the IB Diploma Certificates, and most of these changes will be                   
made  by the  half term holiday in  the  Autumn  Term of Year 12. 

● We reserve the right to withdraw a student or revise his/her programme of study in the IB Diploma                  
Programme at the end of Year 12 if we judge that he or she will not meet the necessary Diploma                    
requirements, including submission of internal coursework as required  by the  IB.  

 
Senior  School Curriculum Pathways  
The Senior School curriculum is currently comprised of two possible pathways. There is coherency in both programmes                 
and aspects of each are common to all students. Each pathway is part of a continuous educational opportunity for the                    
student.  
 
Two academic pathways 
 

a. Full  International Baccalaureate Diploma  
b. Diploma  Programme Courses (Certificates)  

 
Both pathways:  
 

● Meet entry requirements for  a  broad  range of  university and  tertiary institutions  around the  world. 
● Support all students in attaining their educational goals. Our admission policies are not selective and               

are  supported by our SEN  staff. 
● Require a high level of English language proficiency, thus students requiring EAL support must make               

appropriate arrangements outside of school. 
● Are  comprised of courses which have  external verification  and  grading. 
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● Contain a core element, as well as a wide range of examination subjects from which students may                 
select a field of study appropriate to their ability and interests. The core is designed to ensure that the                   
student’s education is kept within a broad context. It comprises Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS),               
Careers Guidance, as well  as Physical  Education.  

 
Pathway  One  -  The  IB  Diploma Programme  
The  IB  Diploma programme  consists  of  6  subject groups:  
 

● Studies in  Language and  Literature 
● Language Acquisition  
● Individuals and  societies 
● Sciences  
● Mathematics  
● The  Arts  and/or electives 

 
Student  wishing  to take  the  full IB  Diploma must:  
 

a. choose ONE  subject from every group = 6  subjects  
b. choose 3  Higher Level and  3  Standard Level courses  
c. satisfy core  elements: CAS, Theory of Knowledge and  Extended Essay  

 
Who is  the  IB  DP for?  
The  IB  is suited  to  motivated  and  responsible students with a  combination of the  following  characteristics:  
 

● An  ability to  cope  with university courses when they  leave ICHK 
● The willingness to develop positive study characteristics, including self-discipline, self motivation and            

time  management 
● A capacity for  thinking  critically and  creatively 
● Some  fluency in  a  second language, or willingness to  become fluent 
● An  international outlook and  genuine concern  for  other 

 
Throughout their studies students discover that effective learners following an IB curriculum need to be motivated,                
knowledgeable, reflective  and  socially interactive. 
 
Pathway  Two -  Diploma Programme courses  
Students wishing  to  take  Diploma  Programme courses (Certificates) instead of the  full  IB  Diploma  Programme, 
May  

a. take as many subjects as they like including core elements: ToK, EE, CAS (suitable to their ability and                  
effort)  

b. take  these  courses at either Higher or Standard level (except for  core  courses)  
Must 

a. take  English as a  Group  1  course  and  Mathematics in  Group  5 
b. demonstrate a  commitment to  the  IB  and   the  school’s CAS programme  
c. consult carefully with parents, form tutor  and  the  IBDP  Coordinator on  subject choices and/or changes  
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Subject  Choices 2018-20 
In  2018-20 ICHK  intends to  offer the  following  IB Diploma programme  courses: 
 

Group  1  Studies in 
Language and  Literature 

English  A: Language and  Literature  HL  & SL  
Self - Taught  Language A SL  only  

Group  2  Language 
Acquisition 

Chinese B HL  & SL 
Spanish B HL  & SL 
Ab  initio Language (online taught  through Pamoja) SL  only 

Group  3  Individuals & 
Societies  

Economics HL  & SL 
Psychology HL  & SL 
Environmental Systems and  Society  
(Transdisciplinary -  counts as Gr. 3  or 4  subject)  

SL  only  

History History HL  & SL 

Group  4  Sciences 

Biology  HL  & SL 
Chemistry HL  & SL 
Physics HL  & SL 
Environmental Systems and  Society 
(Transdisciplinary -  counts as Gr. 3  or 4  subject) 

SL  only  

Group  5  Mathematics 
Mathematics HL  & SL 
Maths Studies SL  only 

Group  6  The  Arts  
Film  

HL  & SL Theatre  Arts 
Visual  Arts 

 
Electives - students who do not wish to take a Group 6 Arts subject may choose to do any other course from Groups 1                        
through to  4.  
 
Pamoja  Online  Education Courses 
Each year at ICHK, we aim to offer a diverse range of IB subject choices for students to choose from. However, some                      
students may wish  to  take  subjects which  we  do  not currently offer as a  taught  course.  
 
A range of these subjects can be taken through an IB authorized online platform, Pamoja Education.These courses will                  
involve an additional cost as they are taken online and led by experienced IB teachers. Students who sign up for a                     
Pamoja course will work online with a Pamoja instructor, participate in forums with other students and submit work                  
electronically.  
 
IB  courses available through Pamoja  currently  not  taught  in ICHK  are: 
 

● Group  2  -  Ab  initio Language (Mandarin, French  and  Spanish) (SL) 
● Group  3  -  Business Management (HL  / SL) 
● Group  3  -  Information  Technology in  a  Global  Society (ITGS)  (HL  / SL) 
● Group  3  -  Philosophy (SL) 

 
Other subjects that are taught in ICHK might also available through Pamoja Education, in case that a student's’                  
combination of subject choices is not possible due  of timetabling constraints.  
 
Pamoja Site-Based Coordinator in ICHK (Mr. Arriaga) and/or a teacher familiar with the syllabus, will act as internal                  
advisor, ensuring that  the  student stays on  track and  liaising with teachers at Pamoja.  
 
These courses are only suitable for students who are highly independent, responsible and self-motivated. The fee for                 
such  courses is USD1000  for  tuition.  There  will  be  no  administration fee  for  the  ICHK  advisor assigned.  
 
Learn  more  about online taught  IB  courses at www.pamojaeducation.com  
See  Appendix on  Pamoja  Education for  further information  on  technicalities of this  course  option on  Page  60 
For  inquiries, contact Pamoja Site-Based  Coordinator, Mr. Arriaga,  or IB  Coordinator Ms. Lai  directly.  
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Assessment: 
The IB grading system is criterion based. Results are determined by performance against set standards, not by each                  
student’s position  in  the  overall  rank order. 
 
In nearly all subjects at least some of the assessment is carried out internally by teachers,who mark individual pieces of                    
work produced as part of the course study. Examples include oral exercises, projects, portfolios, presentations, practical                
laboratory work and mathematical investigations. Some assessments are conducted and overseen by teachers but              
marked  and  moderated externally. 
 
IB Diploma Programme students take written examinations in May of their senior year. These exams are sent to external                   
IB  examiners and  results are  available at the  beginning of July.  
 
Higher Level  (HL) and Standard Level  (SL)  courses 
The distinction between Higher Level and Standard Level courses is an important feature of the IB Diploma Programme                  
and details vary from subject to subject. Some subjects have a common examination and the distinction is on the                   
quantity of material  covered while  others have  a  different curriculum for  each  of the  levels (for  example, Chemistry). 
 
Higher Level subjects will involve 240 hours of instruction over two years and they generally reflect the student'’s                  
interests and strengths. HL courses are more lengthy and difficult and their internal assessment are more thorough and                  
demanding. 
 
Standard Level subjects are less demanding but still comparable to introductory college level courses. Standard Level                
subjects will  involve 150  hours of instruction over two  years.  
Choosing Your Courses  
There are many questions to ask yourself and your parents when choosing your IB Diploma courses. As you consider                   
your choices, use  these  questions to  guide  your decision making:  
 

● What  is my primary motivation for  choosing the  IB  Diploma Programme?  
● How  successful  have  I been in  the  past in  challenging courses?  
● Do  I enjoy educational challenges?  
● How  much  do  I contribute  in  the  classroom ? 
● Do  I enjoy reading?  
● Do  I draw  my own  conclusions or do  I want the  teacher to  tell  me  what I am supposed to  think? 

 
When  choosing your courses you  should be  considering the  following:  
 

● Which  subjects you  possess the  most ability or talent  in 
● Which  subjects you  enjoy learning about the  most  
● What  you  would like  to  study in  university 
● Which  subjects may be  deemed important for  your own  career path or for  projected employment trends  
● Which  subjects provide  the  right degree of challenge for  you  
● Which  subjects lend  themselves to  a  holistic balance 
● Which  subjects provide  you  with intellectual stimulation  
● A realistic balance of higher and  standard level subjects 

 
When  planning an  IBDP  course, students should bear the  following  in  mind:  
 

● The  same  subject cannot be  taken  at both HL  and  SL. 
● The  same  language cannot be  taken  in  both Group  1  and  Group  2. 
● A student who is bilingual may take two Language A courses (with approval from Head of Senior                 

School). 
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Students should take into account their future study and career plans. As previously mentioned, certain selections or                 
omissions from the programme will limit study choices in some university systems. Therefore, before they plan their IB                  
programme, students should become familiar with the requirements and expectations of the universities in the country or                 
countries to which they intend to apply. They should consult with the Higher Education & Careers counsellor for                  
information about specific university requirements. 
 
The  Bilingual Diploma 
A Bilingual Diploma is granted to  a  student who: 
 

a. takes two  different language courses from Group  1  (cannot be  2  English  courses) 
b. takes a language in Group 1 which is different from the language used in all other courses (currently                  

self-taught). 
 
N.B. This  is considered very prestigious and  can  improve  a  student’s profile  on  application to  university. 

 
Reasons to consider a  Bilingual Diploma: 
 

● You might be considering studying at a university that does not teach exclusively through the medium                
of Eng lish. For example, you may decide to study self-taught Dutch because you want to study                
at a  university  in the  Netherlands. 

● Many employers insist on fluency in two languages. For example, in Hong Kong, many              
employers expect fluency  in Chinese and English. 

● You want to develop fluency in two languages because you want to keep your options open in                 
terms  of  where  you study, live  or  work. 

● You understand that the world is a competitive place and being able to prove fluency in two                 
languages  will help  you to stand out. 

 
Who Should  Do a  Bilingual Diploma?  
Attempting to do a Bilingual Diploma is a risky undertaking as it involves a lot of intensive reading and critical analysis as                      
well as literary essay writing and oral commentaries. Students who wish to do a Bilingual Diploma must first check with                    
the IBDP Coordinator, his/her parents and university requirements for tertiary study. Students who choose this route                
should: 
 

● exhibit a  love  for  literature (they read  frequently for  pleasure because they  enjoy it) 
● possess a  talent  for  critical  analysis and  ability to  craft persuasive literary arguments  
● be able to think quickly in both languages and understand the subtleties and nuances of different                

languages  
● attain at least a ‘B’ in IGCSE English Language and Literature as well as a ‘B’ in Chinese 1st                   

Language  
 
IB  Diploma Coordinator:  Ms. Flora  Lai 
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Pastoral Guidance  
 
Attitude  to Study 
The IB is not a course purely based on academic rigor - it focuses on the individual as a whole and guides them to build                         
on key skills as well as academia. The key expectations of all IB students are that they are organised, focused, dedicated                     
and communicative, with a desire to be challenged and pushed. This builds a foundation of the skills needed to cope with                     
higher education and  beyond that,  the  work place.  
 
Students are expected to come to all of their classes ready to learn. They should be focused and engaged and display a                      
willingness to learn. They must be properly equipped, as if they are not, it is quite likely they will be unable to participate                       
in  the  lesson. Any missed  work due  to  disorganisation must be  caught up  in  the  student’s own  time.  
 
In order to succeed in the course, we expect students to be able to meet strict deadlines and to deal with a much higher                        
workload. Of course, guidance will be given in this aspect, but students are of an age where they should be becoming                     
more independent in their daily lives and study. This requires a degree of focus which is demanding of both their time                     
and  their  resources. 
 
A student may struggle or have areas of weakness which may be a drawback to the study of IB, but if they are willing to                         
communicate clearly and effectively with their teachers and the staff, asking for help and allowing themselves appropriate                 
time  to  complete work and  meet deadlines, then  they  will  have  achieved what is necessary to  continue.  
 
Homework 
Because of the demands of the IB and the volume of study material, it is essential that students keep up to date with their                        
work at all  times. Students should note the  following: 
 

● Homework should undoubtedly be  attempted  on  the  day that  it is set. 
● Homework should not be  done  late at night when a  student will  be  tired  or less focused.  
● If students have problems in completing homework and there is no one at home who can help them,                  

they should go over their notes, go online to research the topic and/or contact another member of their                  
class for  help.  

● If a student still does not understand, email the teacher that evening to arrange an appointment to see                  
them the next day (in most cases, this will still allow them time to complete the homework within the                   
deadline as it is being first attempted  on  the  day it is set). 

● If any homework is missed, for any reason, the student is fully responsible for catching up and                 
submitting it to  the  teacher for  the  next day. 

● Homework should not be limited to that set by the teachers. If a unit of work has been completed then                    
students are expected to make revision notes/cards of condensed information (as necessary) in             
preparation for exams. In addition to this, students should be partaking in extra reading for a range of                  
subjects (book lists will  be  provided by teachers for  each  subject). 
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Checklist for  successful study 
The attitude that we expect from our students is highlighted above, but there are a series of practical steps that students                     
can  take  to  make  their  study successful. 
 

● Complete revision notes/summative notes after each unit of study since if you leave it until just before                 
the  deadline, then  you  will  have  too  much  work to  do  at once. 

● Keep  your files  up  to  date both on  paper and  on  your computers. 
● Keep your working files up to date, so that you never come to a class without the correct materials (this                    

is especially important at IB as if you do not have the correct materials, it is often not possible for you                     
to  partake  in  the  class). 

● If you  are  absent from school, you  must ensure you  contact your teacher directly for  any work missed. 
● Keep a clear track of upcoming deadlines and attempt to have first drafts of work completed well                 

before  these  deadlines. 
● If you  have  misunderstood any part of your course, address it with the  teacher immediately. 
● If you are feeling stressed and are not sure how to handle the workload, do not hide from it: speak to                     

your form tutor/subject teachers and they will help you prioritise and balance what needs to be                
completed. 

 
Dealing With Stress 
The jump from IGCSE to IB is a big one and students will have far more subject content to cover as well as                       
extra-curricular and CAS commitments, which all count towards their final course grade. In addition to this, students’                 
work is continually assessed and examinations and coursework' take place throughout the course of both years. Being                 
under this kind of pressure over an extended period of time can lead to a great deal of stress. Unlike university, we are                       
able to provide a lot of support and to give students the skills needed to deal with this stress; something that will help                       
them  throughout life.  
 
If a student finds themselves stressed, has feelings of being unable to cope, being overwhelmed or overloaded, they                  
must not suffer in silence. The quickest and most effective way of dealing with stress is to communicate it to someone.                     
Students can speak to parents, mentors, subject teachers, form tutors and pastoral coordinators in school. It is highly                  
important that stressful situations and feelings are addressed as soon as possible so that they do not grow                  
unnecessarily.  
 
Meeting Deadlines 
To  be  a  successful  IB  Diploma student, it is necessary to  be  punctual   both  to  classes and  to  school, to  have  an 
excellent attendance record, and  to  complete work on  time  and  to  an  appropriate standard. In  all  courses, students must 
complete  mandatory coursework assignments; typically this  coursework amounts to  25%  of the  final  grade  for  each 
course, although in  some  cases it may be  higher or lower. The  key to  doing this  work to  an  acceptable standard is 
organisation, and  the  importance of keeping to  internal  deadlines  cannot  be  stressed  enough. 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Russell Duncombe 
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Graduation Requirements 
 
There is a maximum of 7 points available for each of the six required elective courses; in addition, there are 3 points                      
available for the combination of TOK and the Extended Essay. This makes a maximum total of 45 points. A minimum of                     
three courses must be at Higher Level. In general, in order to receive the lB Diploma, a student will have to score at least                        
a 4 in each subject, or 24 points or more in total. The full criteria for passing the IB DP are set out below and students                          
need to  be  aware that  a  score  of 24  points will  not always guarantee a  pass. 
 

● CAS requirements have  not been  met.  
● Candidate’s total  points are  fewer  than  24.  
● An  N  has been  given for  theory of knowledge, extended essay or for  a  contributing subject.  
● A grade E  has been awarded for  one  or both of theory of knowledge and  the  extended essay.  
● There  is a  grade 1  awarded in  a  subject/level.  
● Grade  2  has been awarded three  or more  times (HL  or SL).  
● Grade  3  or below  has been awarded four  or more  times (HL  or SL).  
● Candidate has gained fewer than 12 points on HL subjects (for candidates who register for four HL                 

subjects, the  three  highest grades count).  
● Candidate has gained fewer than 9 points on SL subjects (candidates who register for two SL subjects                 

must gain at least 5  points at SL).  
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The  IB  Diploma Programme consists  of  three  core elements:  
 

● Theory  of  Knowledge (TOK) 
● Extended Essay (EE) 
● Creativity, Activity  and Service (CAS) 

 
These are not additional subjects and must be satisfactorily completed by every IB Diploma student. They are intended                  
to act as an interdisciplinary link between the subject areas and enhance the holistic educational experience of IB                  
students.  
 
Those taking academic Pathway Two (IB Diploma Programme courses) are able to take these elements as subjects and                  
receive  certification for  them.  
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Theory  of  Knowledge (TOK) 
 
The Theory of Knowledge course is an interdisciplinary course designed to develop a coherent approach to learning that                  
transcends and unifies the academic areas and encourages appreciation of other cultural perspectives. It is concerned                
with the  nature  of knowledge within, beyond, and  through each  of the  subject areas.  
TOK is in part intended to encourage students to reflect on the huge cultural shifts worldwide around the digital revolution                    
and the information economy. The extent and impact of the changes vary greatly in different parts of the world, but                    
everywhere their  implications for  knowledge are  profound.  
 
TOK encourages critical thinking about knowledge itself, and aims to help young people develop the skills to critically                  
evaluate the  claims to  knowledge they  encounter.  Its  core  content focuses on  questions such  as:  
 

● What  counts as knowledge?  
● How  does knowledge grow?  
● What  are  the  limits of knowledge?  
● Who  owns knowledge?  
● What  is the  value of knowledge?  
● What  are  the  implications of having, or not having, knowledge?  

 
TOK activities, assessments and discussions aim to help students discover and express their views on knowledge                
issues. The course encourages students to share ideas with others and to listen and learn from what others think. In this                     
process, students’ thinking and their understanding of knowledge as a human construction are shaped, enriched and                
deepened. Connections may be made between knowledge encountered in different Diploma Programme subjects, in              
CAS experiences or in Extended Essay research. Distinctions between different kinds of knowledge may also be                
clarified.  
 
The ToK course is central to the entire Diploma Programme and a dedicated TOK teacher will teach the course. Each                    
subject teacher in groups 1-6 should be considered a ToK teacher and will highlight the relevance of TOK in his/her                    
subject area. 
 
The course comprises 100 hours of class lessons spread over the two years with the majority of the course and                    
assessments completed  by February of Year 13.  
 
ToK  Assessment: 
 
Part 1  -  External  assessment (20  marks) 
Essay on  a  prescribed  title  (Max.1,600  words) 
 
One essay on a title chosen from a list of six titles prescribed by the IBO for each examination session. This writing                      
process is guided and  monitored  by the  ToK  teacher. 
 
Part 2   - Internal  assessment (10  marks) 
The  presentation (approximately 10  minutes per student) 
 
One presentation to the class. This can be an individual or a group presentation and must relate to a ‘Real-life situation’                     
which  can  be  explored and  evaluated using the  critical  skills learnt during  the  course. 
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One written presentation planning document and a presentation marking form, using the relevant form from the IB ,                 
including: 
 

● The  knowledge issue  that  is the  focus of the  presentation 
● A summary in  note form of the  knowledge issues to  be  treated  during  the  presentation 
● Achievement levels for each of the four assessment criteria, briefly justified, from both student and               

teacher 
 
Unlike Group 1-6 subjects, ToK and the Extended Essay are graded on an A-E scale, both final grades being combined                    
to  yield  an  overall  1-3  score  on  the  points matrix.  
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Phil Morgan 
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The  Extended Essay 
 
The Extended Essay is an in-depth study of a limited topic within a subject. Its purpose is to provide a student with an                       
opportunity to engage in independent research at an introductory level. Emphasis is placed on the process of engaging                  
in personal research, on the communication of ideas and information in a logical and coherent manner, and on the                   
overall  presentation of the  Extended Essay in  compliance with IB guidelines.  
 
Students are  required to  devote  40+ hours to  the  essay over the  course  of ten  months. 
 
Subject  Choice 
In choosing a subject, an essential consideration should be the personal interest of the student. The subject should offer                   
the opportunity for in depth research but should also be limited in scope. It should present the candidate with the                    
opportunity to collect or generate information and/or data for analysis and evaluation. Students may choose any subject                 
currently being taught or offered at ICHK but may also do an essay in a subject not on this list, provided a teacher on                        
staff can  act as supervisor and  has competence and  experience in  the  subject and/or topic.  
 
Extended Essays submitted in Language B (Chinese or Spanish) or Literature A1 (Chinese, English or Self-Taught                
language) must be  written  in  that  language . All  other essays must be  in  English. 
 
Organisation of  the  Extended Essay 
The Extended Essay is limited to 4,000 words and should include an introduction, a development methodology, a                 
conclusion, a  bibliography, and  any necessary appendices. 
 
Assessment 
The Extended Essay is externally examined. Marks are awarded against a set of published criteria (both general and                  
subject specific). The final Extended Essay grade and the final ToK grade are entered into the Diploma Points Matrix to                    
award a maximum of 3 extra points to be added to a student’s Diploma score. Candidates not submitting at least                    
satisfactory work in  either area  will  fail  the  Diploma.  
 

TOK/EE A B C D E 

A 3 3 2 2 

Failing 
Conditions 

B 3 2 2 1 

C 2 2 1 0 

D 2 1 0 0 

E Failing  Conditions 

 
*1) If ‘E’  in  both components, a  student will  automatically fail  the  Diploma  
2) If ‘E’  in  one  component, a  student will  require  28  points to  pass the  Diploma  
 

ToK  and The  Extended Essay 
 
TOK  and  the  extended essay both reinforce  the  skills of inquiry specific to  a  subject area, but they  differ markedly in  their 
scope. They  move  in  opposite directions from the  knowledge given by the  IB  subjects. The  extended essay moves in  to 
examine a  particular topic  within a  particular subject more  closely, while  TOK  moves back to  consider a  subject’s 
knowledge more  broadly.  
 
Teacher  Responsible: Ms. Flora  Lai  
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Creativity, Activity, Service  (CAS)  
 

 
 
Creativity, Activity & Service (CAS) is an integral part of the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme as well as                  
that  of ICHK’s culture.  
 
Not only does the CAS program encourage experiential learning, it also helps students develop into their desired future                  
self. 
 
In order to obtain their Diploma, students must successfully complete the CAS component. At ICHK all students are                  
expected to participate in CAS throughout their school careers. However, students studying for their Diploma are                
required to be more involved and proactive in CAS, learning to be much more independent and developing their own                   
CAS programme rather than having teachers organise it for them. This, in turn, provides an integral part of a holistic                    
education and  helps develop a  more  balanced lifestyle, hopefully something that  will  be  lifelong.  
 
ICHK  CAS Vision 
CAS provides students with opportunities to transform their classroom learning into genuine, real world experiences of                
growth and personal development. It offers a vital pathway to meeting the ICHK vision of inspiring students to realise                   
their full potential as responsible, principled and respectful global citizens. At the core of our philosophy, we seek to                   
develop a culture in which all members of the ICHK community are committed to supporting students as they challenge                   
themselves to  grow  through CAS, in  the  classroom, across the  school, and  in  the  wider world.  
 
What  Is  CAS?  
CAS gets its name from the three main strands it splits experiential learning into: Creativity, Activity and Service. Some                   
experiences are CAS, and some are not. Some experiences can be easily placed into one of the three categories, and                    
some  cannot. Students are  expected to  participate equally in  each  of the  three  areas.  
 
Creativity: Exploring and extending ideas leading to an original or interpretive product or performance: arts, and other                 
experiences that  involve creative  thinking. Some  examples are: 
 

● Arts  (e.g. theatre, music, painting) 
● Teaching (e.g. sports coaching, peer mentoring)  
● Thinking  (e.g. debating, orienteering, computer programming) 

 
Activity : physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, complementing academic work elsewhere in the Diploma               
Programme. Tuesday after-school activities run through ICHK. Students can also engage in their own activities               
independently from School. Some  examples are: 
 

● Sports (e.g. tennis, rugby, football,  cricket).  
● Outdoor  pursuits (e.g. hiking, camping, kayaking) 
● Other  physical activities (e.g. tree  planting, theatre  set design)  

 
 
 
 

18 



Service: Collaborative and reciprocal engagement with the community in response to an authentic need. Some               
examples are: 
 

● Volunteering (e.g. beach cleanup, helping the  disadvantaged) 
● Helping others to do something; coaching (eg. helping the basketball coach; reading a book to younger                

children)  
 
Experiences must challenge students, and that means usually trying something new. If a student wishes to continue with                  
an activity they have been engaged before, they could still approach it in a different way: for example, a student who has                      
played rugby for 5 years might wish to try rugby coaching or refereeing as a way to add a new element to something                       
familiar.  
 
Assessment 
Students are considered to have successfully completed CAS if, by the end of their Diploma studies, they have met the 7                     
learning outcomes set down by the IBO. These outcomes will be presented to students during the CAS programme: to                   
begin with it is enough for students to know that they need to challenge themselves in the three CAS areas. The IB                      
Coordinator, in conjunction with the CAS Coordinator, will ultimately decide whether a student has successfully met the                 
learning outcomes and  will  have  thereby satisfied  the  CAS requirement of the  Diploma.  
 
What  CAS is  Not? 
The  following  are  examples of experiences that  do  not count as CAS: 
 

● Classes and  activities that  are  already part of the  Diploma 
● Any activities where  students are  given  financial or material rewards 
● All  forms of duty within a  family 
● An  activity where there  is no  leader or responsible adult on  site  to  evaluate  and  confirm student 

performance.  This  adult cannot be  a  member of your family 
● Fund-raising with no  clearly defined end  in  sight 
● Simple, repetitive or tedious  work (e.g. photocopying, washing dishes) 
● Passive  activities (e.g. watching a  movie, attending the  theatre  or watching sports) 
● Activities that  cause  political, social  or religiously division amongst different groups in  the  community 

(e.g. work on  a  political campaign or attending a  demonstration) 
● Work experience that  only benefits the  student 
● Unplanned sports (e.g. lunchtime  football  kick around) 

 
CAS cannot be made up; it must be a regular continuous commitment. Though hour counting is discouraged, CAS                  
should be roughly ten hours for each strand a term (30 hours total each term). It is important to remember that CAS is                       
not about the  quantity of activities, but instead is about the  quality of experiences that  students have. 
 
What  Helps in CAS? 
Attitude! Students who are negative and resent the requirements of CAS find it very difficult to succeed. To make the                    
most of CAS, students need a positive attitude, a willingness to learn, an appetite for challenge and an open mind. These                     
are all traits that can be learned through CAS. A successful CAS experience should provide a real sense of                   
accomplishment. It will  teach  you  more  about yourself, and  often will  lead you  outside your comfort zone. 
 

ICHK  CAS Handbook accessible in  this  link goo.gl/Jf3yiY and  QR  Code    
 
CAS Coordinator:  Mr. Nicolas Arriaga 
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Group  1: Language  A  - Studies  in Languages  and Literature 
 
The  Nature  of  Group  1  Courses 
 
All students must study a Group 1 course. Your choice of Group 1 subject should be based on your first or best                      
language in an academic context. It should be the language you are most confident using for writing essays, oral                   
presentations and  reading  literary texts.  
 
All Group 1 courses contain a high degree of literature and, as such, require close analytical reading. These courses are                    
designed to develop your critical faculty, language competence as well as communication skills. All courses, except for                 
Self-Study, are  available at Higher and  Standard Levels.  
 
  

20 



Language  A : English Language  &  Literature 
 

Introduction  
The Language A: English Language and Literature course develops skills of textual analysis. Texts are analysed for their                  
form and how their meaning is affected by reading practices that are culturally defined. Students will explore the ways in                    
which language is used to construct meaning in a range of contexts, both literary and non-literary. Students will engage                   
in both written and oral literary analysis based on familiar and unfamiliar texts. Texts are chosen from a variety of                    
sources, genres and media including works in translation. This course will foster student ability to use various modes of                   
writing appropriate to purpose and audience, organise a logical and sustained argument, and use sophisticated language                
with coherence, precision and  clarity. 
 
Aims and Objectives  
 

1. Be  introduced to  a  range  of texts from different periods, styles and  genres. 
2. Develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts and make relevant               

connections. 
3. Develop powers of expression, both in  oral  and  written  communication. 
4. Recognise the  importance of the  contexts in  which  texts are  written  and  received. 
5. Gain an appreciation of the different perspectives of people from other cultures, and how these               

perspectives construct meaning. 
6. Appreciate the  formal, stylistic and  aesthetic qualities of texts.  
7. Develop an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature, and develop students in an                

understanding of how language, culture and context determine the ways which meaning is constructed              
in  texts. 

8. To  think  critically about the  different interactions between text, audience and  purpose. 
 
Syllabus  Details  
 
Part 1: Language  in  a  Cultural Context  
Students explore how language develops in specific cultural contexts, how it impacts on the world and how language                  
shapes both individual and  group  identity. 
 
Possible topics of study include: gender, language and identity, language and power, language and belief,               
language  and social relations. 
 
Part 2: Language  and Mass  Communication  
Students consider the way language is used in the media which includes newspapers, magazines, the internet, mobile                 
telephony, radio and film. Students will examine how the production and reception of texts is influenced by the medium                   
through which  they  are  delivered.  
 
Possible topics of study include: textual bias, stereotypes, pop culture, use of persuasive language, media               
institutions, arts  and entertainment. 
 
Part 3: Literature  - Texts  and Contexts  
SL students  study  two texts.  
HL students  study  three  texts.  
 
Students examine how literary texts are influenced by social context, cultural heritage and historical change. Students                
consider the  relationship between literature  and  issues at large, such  as gender, power and  identity.  
 
Possible  texts  of  study  include:  ‘A  Doll’s House’, ‘A  Streetcar Named Desire’, ‘Death Of  The  Salesman’. 
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Part 4: Literature  - Critical Study  
SL students  study  two texts.  
HL students  study  three  texts.  
 
Students will engage in close reading of literary texts in order to gain a deeper understanding and interpretation of                   
literature. Students develop a greater awareness of the complexities and intricacies of literary production. A close                
attention to  and  application of literary terminology is  part of this  process. 
  
Possible  texts  of  study  include:  ‘The  Things  They  Carried’, ‘The  World’s  Wife’, ‘The  Great  Gatsby’. 
 
 
Assessment Details  - Table  on PDF document  goes  back  in here.  
 
Teacher  Responsible: Ms. Victoria  Lee 
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Language  A : Self-Taught Language
 

Introduction:   School - Supported  Self -  Taught  Option 
The IB has a policy of mother tongue entitlement that promotes respect for the literary heritage of a student’s home                    
language and provides an opportunity for students to continue to develop oral and written skills in their mother tongue                   
while studying in a different language of instruction. In keeping with this policy, ICHK offers literature courses in both                   
Chinese and English. If a student’s mother tongue language is other than these, they may also opt for the                   
school-supported self-taught option at SL, allowing them to study the literature of their home language in 1 of 45                   
languages.  
 
Aims and Objectives 
The aims and objectives of this course are identical to the taught Language A: English Literature course and hence the                    
aims are  to: 

1. Introduce  students to  a  range  of texts  from different periods, styles and  genres.  
2. Develop in students’ ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts and make relevant                

connections.  
3. Develop students’  powers of expression, both in  oral  and  written  communication.  
4. Encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are written and               

received.  
5. Encourage, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives of people from               

other cultures, and  how  these  perspectives construct meaning.  
6. Encourage students to  appreciate the  formal, stylistic and  aesthetic qualities of texts.  
7. Promote  students in  an  enjoyment of, and  lifelong interest in, language and  literature.  
8. Develop students in  an  understanding of the  techniques involved in  literary criticism.  
9. Develop students’  ability to  form independent literary judgments and  to  support those  ideas. 

 
Syllabus  Details  
Self-taught students, may study Language A: Literature at SL only. They are expected to meet the same syllabus                  
requirements as for  taught  SL  students but with the  following  exception:  
 

● In part 4, only option 1 may be chosen and all three works must be chosen from the Prescribed List of                     
Authors.  

 
Self-taught students will be given assistance with specific aspects of their studies. This will be done either by providing a                    
special class for the self-taught students and/or allowing students to monitor taught Language A courses. Such an                 
arrangement is especially useful in equipping self-taught students with the information and skills necessary for carrying                
out the part 1 written assignment task, and for answering paper 1 and paper 2. Students will also be given guidance in                      
choosing extracts in preparation for section 1 of the alternative oral examination and in preparing their individual                 
presentation for  section  2. Please  refer to  the  Assessment Details on  p.25. 
 
Part 1: Works  in translation (25%  - externally  marked written essay 1,200-1,500 words  in length) 
SL students  study  two texts. 
HL students  study  three  texts. 
 
Students are encouraged to appreciate the different perspectives of people from other cultures and to consider the role                  
that culture plays in making sense of literary works. Part 1 of the course aims to deepen students’ understanding of                    
works as being products of a time and place. Artistic, philosophical, sociological, historical and biographical               
considerations are  possible areas of study to  enhance understanding of the  works.  
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Part 2: Detailed study  (15%  - Individual  Oral  Commentary) 
SL students  study  two texts. 
HL students  study  three  texts. 
 
In part 2 the focus is on detailed analysis of a work, both in terms of content and technique. The detailed study is best                        
achieved through approaches that ensure close reading and in-depth analysis of the significant elements of the works                 
involved. Students will learn to form and articulate personal responses to the works, speaking about literature in a variety                   
of contexts, as this  part of the  syllabus will  be  assessed  orally.  
 
Part 3: Literary  genres   (25%  - externally  assessed written exam  based  on at least  2  works  studied) 
SL students  study  three  texts. 
HL students  study  four  texts. 
 
Students will study the specific, recognizable techniques (referred to as literary conventions) and how writers use these                 
conventions, along with other literary features, in  order to  achieve  particular artistic ends for  a  specific genre of writing. 
 
Students will make meaningful comparisons of the literary genre being studied, and will gain an understanding of the                  
various ways in  which  conventions of the  genre  can  be  used.  
 
Part 4: Options  (15%  -  Individual  Oral  Presentation based  on two works  studied) 
SL and HL students  study  three  texts. 
 
Students will be asked to respond orally and present aspects of texts through a variety of formats, in order to display their                      
understanding of any key area  of their  choosing.  
 
Assessment Details 
 

Assessment component  

External assessment (3  hours)  
Paper  1: Guided  literary  analysis (1  hour  30  minutes)  
The  paper consists of two  passages: one  prose  and  one  poetry.  
Students choose  one  and  write  a  guided literary analysis in  response to  two  questions. (20  marks)  
 
Paper  2: Essay (1  hour  30  minutes)  
The  paper consists of three  questions for  each  literary genre.  
In response to one question students write an essay based on at least two works studied in part 3.                   
(25  marks)  

 
Written assignment  
Students submit a  reflective  statement and  literary essay on  one  work studied in  part 1. (25  marks)  

● The  reflective  statement must be  300–400 words in  length.  
● The  essay must be  1,200–1,500 words in  length.  

70% 
(20%)  

 
 
 

(25%)  
 
 
 
 

(25%)  
 

Alternative  oral  examination (20  minutes)  
This  component consists of two  compulsory oral  activities that  are  externally assessed by the  IB.  
 
Section 1: Individual  oral  commentary  (10  minutes)  
Students present a  formal  oral  commentary on  an  extract from a  work studied  in  part 2. (30  marks)  
 
Section 2: Individual  oral  presentation (10  minutes)  
Students make  a  presentation based on  two  works studied  in  part 4. (30  marks)  

30%  
 
 

(15%)  
 
 

(15%) 

 
Teacher  Responsible: Ms. Victoria  Lee  
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Group  2  :Language  Acquisition 
 
The  Nature  of  Group  2  Courses 
Learning a second language engages the mind and broadens a person’s perspective on the world around them. Being                  
able to think, decode, translate and express yourself in two languages has become an increasingly sought after, almost                  
essential, requirement in this globally interconnected world we live in. Furthermore, a second language deepens               
awareness and understanding of other cultures and helps us better appreciate the exciting diversity of humanity in all its                   
colors and flavours. A keystone of the IB Diploma Programme, which differentiates itself from many other educational                 
programmes, is its insistence that all students successfully complete a second language. This is in keeping with the IBO                   
Mission  statement as well  as the  Mission  and  vision of ICHK.  
 
Language B is a second language programme for students who have had previous experience of learning the language                  
and have attained a relatively high degree of fluency and literacy and wish to pursue this further. Students should have                    
studied either Chinese 1st or 2nd language or Spanish at IGCSE/GCSE level with a grade of at least ‘C’ or higher (a ‘B’                       
or higher would  be  recommended for  Higher Level  courses).  
 
Ab initio Language (Standard Level Only, and offered online through Pamoja) is a second language programme for                 
students who have no previous experience learning the language, or who wish to study a new language in the Senior                    
School.  
 
Students may study one language in Group 1 and one in Group 2 or two different languages in Group 1. The last option                       
leads to  a  Bilingual Diploma. 
  

25 
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Language  B: Chinese 
 

Introduction  
Chinese B is an additional language-learning course designed for students with some previous learning of that language.                 
Students will study at either Standard Level or Higher Level. The main focus of the course is on language acquisition and                     
development of language skills. Students develop these language skills through the study and use of a range of written                   
and spoken material. The texts chosen will extend from everyday oral exchanges to literary texts, and should be related                   
to the cultures concerned. The material is chosen to enable students to develop mastery of language skills and                  
intercultural understanding.  
 
Aims and Objectives  
 

1. Develop students’  intercultural understanding. 
2. Enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for                  

a  variety of purposes. 
3. Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of               

the  different perspectives of people from other cultures. 
4. Develop students’  awareness of the  role  of language in  relation to  other areas of knowledge. 
5. Develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they              

are  familiar. 
6. Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional                 

language. 
7. Provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of an             

additional language. 
 
Syllabus  Details  
Through the study of the Core and the Options at Standard Level and Higher Level, plus two literary works at Higher                     
Level, students build the necessary skills to reach the assessment objectives of the Language B course through the                  
expansion of their  receptive, productive and  interactive skills. 
 
Part 1: Core topics 
 

● Communication and  media  
● Global  issues 
● Social  relationships 

 
Part 2: Two (or  more) options  from  the  following: 
 

● Cultural  diversity 
● Customs and  traditions 
● Health 
● Leisure 
● Science and  technology 

 
Part 3: Literature  (HL Only)  
HL  students study two  works.  
Possible texts of study include: poems, short stories. 
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Assessment Details 
 

Higher Level  Standard Level  

External Assessment  
 
Paper 1: Receptive  skills  
 
Paper 2: Written  productive skills  
 
Written  assignment: Receptive  and 
written  productive skills  

70% 
 

(25%) 
 

(25%) 
 

(20%) 

External Assessment  
 
Paper 1: Receptive  skills 
 
Paper 2:  Written  productive skills  
 
Written  assignment: Receptive  and 
written  productive skills  

70% 
 

(25%) 
 

(25%) 
 

(20%) 

Internal Assessment  
 
Individual oral  (8–10 minutes) 
  
Interactive  oral  activity   

30% 
 

(20%) 
 

(10%) 

Internal Assessment  
 
Individual oral  (8–10 minutes)  
 
Interactive  oral  activity   

30% 
 

(20%) 
 

(10%) 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Nicolás Arriaga  
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Language  B: Spanish
 

Introduction  
Language B is an additional language-learning course designed for students with some previous learning of that                
language. Students will study at either Standard Level or Higher Level. The main focus of the course is on language                    
acquisition and development of language skills. Students develop these language skills through the study and use of a                  
range of written and spoken material. The texts chosen will extend from everyday oral exchanges to literary texts, and                   
should be related to the cultures concerned. The material is chosen to enable students to develop mastery of language                   
skills and  intercultural understanding.  
 
Aims and Objectives  
 

1. Develop students’  intercultural understanding. 
2. Enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for                  

a  variety of purposes. 
3. Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of               

the  different perspectives of people from other cultures. 
4. Develop students’  awareness of the  role  of language in  relation to  other areas of knowledge. 
5. Develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they              

are  familiar. 
6. Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional                 

language. 
7. Provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of an             

additional language. 
 
Syllabus  Details  
Through the study of the Core and the Options at Standard Level and Higher Level, plus two literary works at Higher                     
Level, students build the necessary skills to reach the assessment objectives of the Language B course through the                  
expansion of their  receptive, productive and  interactive skills. 
 
Part 1: Core Topics 
Instruction  on  three  topics 

 
● Communication and  media  
● Global  issues 
● Social  relationships 

 
Part 2: Two (or  more) Options  from  the  following: 
 

● Cultural  diversity 
● Customs and  traditions 
● Health 
● Leisure 
● Science and  technology 

 
Part 3: Literature  (HL only) 
HL  students study two  works.  
Possible texts of study include: poems,  short stories. 
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Assessment Details 
 

Higher Level  Standard Level  

External Assessment  
  
Paper  1: Receptive skills   
 
Paper  2: Written productive  skills  
1h30m   
  
Section A: One task of 250–400 words,       
based on the options, to be selected from a         
choice  of five 
 
Section B: Response of 150–250 words to       
a  stimulus text, based  on  the  Core  
 
Written assignment:  
Receptive and  written  productive skills  
 
Creative writing of 500–600 words plus a       
150-word rationale, based on one of the       
literary texts  read  
  

70% 
 

(25%)  
  

(25%)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(20%) 
 

External Assessment   
 
Paper  1: Receptive skills   
 
Paper  2:  Written productive  skills  
One writing exercise of 250–400 words      
from a  choice of five, based on  the  Options 
 
Written assignment:  
 
Receptive and  written  productive skills  
 
Intertextual reading followed by a written      
exercise of 300–400 words plus a      
100-word rationale, based on  the  Core  
  

70% 
 

(25%)  
  

(25%)  
 
 
 

(20%)  

Internal  Assessment  
 
Individual oral  (8–10 minutes) 
  
Interactive  oral  activity  

30% 
 

(20%)  
 

(10%) 

Internal  Assessment  
 
Individual oral  (8–10 minutes)  
 
Interactive  oral  activity  

30% 
 

(20%)  
 

(10%) 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Nicolás Arriaga 
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Ab Initio Language: French / Mandarin / Spanish (SL only) Pamoja-taught (on-line)

 
Introduction  
The ab initio course is a second language learning programme designed to be studied for 2 years at Standard Level by                     
students who have no previous knowledge of the language. The course is suitable for those students who have had little                    
or no opportunity for Chinese / Spanish second language study in their earlier education and are therefore unable to fulfill                    
IB  Diploma requirements for  Group  2.  
 
This course is only available at Standard Level and offered as a self-taught mode through Pamoja online platform in the                    
following  target languages 
 

● French  ab initio 
● Mandarin ab initio 
● Spanish ab initio 

 
What  is  different in taking ab initio online  through Pamoja   www.pamojaeducation.com ? 
Pamoja ab initio course is an innovative course for students with no previous formal experience of learning the ab initio                    
language of choice. It will enable them to communicate with people from a new culture and make a success of their time                      
spent in a part of the world where the ab initio language of study is spoken, greatly expanding their possibilities for work,                      
entertainment and  travel. Standards and  expectations will  be  just as high  as in  a  face  to  face  classroom. 
 
Students will  have  the  opportunity to: 
 

● study alongside students from around the  world 
● gain  experience of using  the  latest online learning tools 
● regularly communicate with teachers and  fellow  students 
● take  part in  interactive  and  engaging lessons that  allow  them  to  learn, review  and  practice  easily 
● practice  essential 21st century skills such  as digital literacy, collaboration and  self-organisation 

 
 
Aims and Objectives  
 

1. Develop students’  intercultural understanding. 
2. Enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for                  

a  variety of purposes. 
3. Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of               

the  different perspectives of people from other cultures. 
4. Develop students’  awareness of the  role  of language in  relation to  other areas of knowledge. 
5. Develop students’ awareness of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they              

are  familiar. 
6. Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional                 

language. 
7. Provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of an             

additional language. 
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Syllabus  Details  
 

● Themes covered through the course include introductions, shopping, daily life, food, education, home,             
people, the French/Chinese/Spanish-speaking countries and the world, holidays, emergencies, special          
events, work, environment, media and  Theory of Knowledge. 

● Activities and  assessment 
● Activities include live online discussions, creating presentations, learning from videos, contributing to            

blogs and wikis as well as exciting, writing practice and interactive tasks. The emphasis is on learning                 
actively together. Of course, there will be some traditional activities such as essay writing and oral                
practice  to  prepare  you  for  the  exams. 

 
Standards and expectations will be just as high as in a face to face classroom. In order to succeed in ab initio SL,                       
students are  recommended to  set aside five  to  six hours a  week.  
 
Assessment Details 
Assessment will  be  both formative  and  summative  and  fully  in  accordance with IB  criteria. 
 

Standard Level  only 

External assessment  
 
Paper  1  (1  hour  30  minutes): Receptive skills  
Understanding of four  written  texts.  

● Text-handling exercises  
 
Paper  2  (1  hour):  Productive  skills   
Two  compulsory writing  exercises.  

● Section  A (7  marks): One  question to  be  answered from a  choice of 
two  [50  words] 

● Section  B (18  marks): One  question to  be  answered from  a  choice  of 
three 

● [100  words] 
  
Written assignment: Receptive and  productive skills  

● A piece of writing, 200–300 words, in  the  target language carried  out 
in  class under teacher supervision. (20  marks) 

● [200-300 words]  

75% 
 

(30%) 
 
 
 

(25%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(20%) 

Internal assessment:  
Interactive  skills internally assessed by the  teacher and  externally moderated by the 
IB. 
 
Individual oral   (10  minutes) 
 

● Part 1: Presentation of a  visual  stimulus (from a  choice of two)  by 
the  student 

● Part 2: Follow-up questions on  the  visual stimulus 
● Part 3: General conversation including at least two  questions on  the 

written  assignment 

25% 
 
 

 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Nicolás Arriaga 
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Group  3: Individuals  and Societies 
 
The  Nature  of  Group  3  courses 
 
Group 3 subjects equip students with the skills of analysis, evaluation and critical thinking. They also develop a student's                   
ability to present their conclusions in a logical and clear manner in both written and oral situations. All courses are                    
designed to  be  international in  character, drawing examples from around the  world.  
 
ICHK students will have gained prerequisite skills in their IGCSE Economics, History, Global Perspectives and               
Environmental Management courses and should be able to critically analyse information, evaluate their intentions and               
meanings and draw conclusions from a wide variety of sources. Good essay writing skills and the ability to do extensive                    
academic research  are  beneficial.  
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Economics 
 

Introduction  
The study of Economics involves finding a solution to the basic problem of satisfying the unlimited and competing wants                   
of society with the limited resources available. Students will study how the decisions of individuals, firms and                 
governments affect their own economic well-being as well as that of other members of society. There is an emphasis                   
placed upon the economics of developing countries in the belief that the study of Economic Development helps to                  
provide  part of the  solution to  the  economic problem that  it is a  key issue  in  our world. 
 
Aims &  Objectives  

1. To  develop skills of economic reasoning. 
2. To  develop the  ability to  use  economic tools  to  analyse and  to  explain past and  contemporary issues. 
3. To  enhance understanding of how  individuals and  societies pursue their  economic objectives. 
4. To  evaluate theories and  real-life  situations in  an  unbiased and  rational manner. 
5. To cultivate a respect for and knowledge of the interdependence and diversity of economic realities in which                 

the  international community operates. 
6. To  develop critical  thinking skills. 

 
Syllabus  Details  
 
Part 1: Micro-Economics 
Students explore how competitive markets operate and the forces of supply and demand, elasticity and consumer                
choice. Market failure and need for government intervention and planning are also addressed. Higher Level students will                 
cover Theory of the  Firm, costs and  revenues and  market structure. 
 
Part 2: Macro-Economics  
Students explore the workings of the economy as a whole using the concepts of Aggregate Supply and Demand, the                   
Circular Flow of Income and National Income Accounting. The problems of Inflation, Unemployment and their possible                
solutions in  terms of Fiscal, Monetary and  Supply-Side policies are  addressed in  detail. 
 
Part 3: International Economics  
This section focuses on theories of Trade and Specialisation, Economic Integration and Trading Blocs, and barriers to                 
international trade. Balance of Payments and issues surrounding trade surpluses and deficits are also covered, along                
with Terms of Trade  problems and  their  particular impact upon  LEDCs.  
 
Part 4: Development Economics  
This section of the course focuses on the issues facing LEDCs. The concept of Development and methods of measuring                   
it are examined in detail before the focus turns to methods of improving living standards in LEDCs. These include aid,                    
borrowing, government intervention and planning, and market-based approaches. An examination of Globalization and             
its impacts is integral to  the  study of Development. 
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Assessment Details 
 

Higher Level  Standard Level  

External Assessment                             
   
Paper  1  (1.5  hours): Extended Response 
questions covering  Macro  and  Micro 
Economics            
 
Paper  2  (1.5  hours): Data Response 
questions covering  all  syllabus area 
        
Paper  3  (1  hour): HL  Extension         

80% 
 

(30%) 
 
 
 

(30%) 
 
 

(20%) 

External Assessment                           
Paper  1  (1.5  hours): Extended 
Response questions covering  Macro  and 
Micro  Economics       
                                         
Paper  2  (1.5  hours): Data Response 
questions covering  all  syllabus areas      
               

80% 
 

(40%) 
 
 
 

(40%) 

Internal Assessment                                
Students produce a  portfolio  of three 
commentaries, based  on  different 
sections of the  syllabus and  on  published 
extracts from the  news media. 

20% Internal Assessment                           
Students produce  a  portfolio  of three 
commentaries, based  on  different 
sections of the  syllabus and  on 
published extracts  from  the  news media. 

20% 

 
 

Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Martin Clarke  
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History 
 

Introduction  
History is a dynamic, contested, evidence-based discipline that involves an exciting engagement with the past. It is a                  
rigorous intellectual discipline, focused around key historical concepts such as change, causation, continuity,             
consequence, perspectives and  significance. 

 
History is an exploratory subject that fosters a sense of inquiry. It is also an interpretive discipline, allowing opportunity                   
for engagement with multiple perspectives and a plurality of opinions. Studying history develops an understanding of the                 
past, which leads to  a  deeper understanding of the  nature  of humans and  of the  world  today. 

 
The IB history course is a world history course based on a comparative and multi-perspective approach to history. It                   
involves the study of a variety of types of history, including political, economic, social and cultural, and provides a                   
balance of structure and flexibility. The course emphasizes the importance of encouraging students to think historically                
and to develop historical skills as well as gaining factual knowledge. It puts a premium on developing the skills of critical                     
thinking, and on developing an understanding of multiple interpretations of history. In this way, the course involves a                  
challenging and  demanding critical  exploration of the  past. 

 
Aims &  Objectives  
 
The  aims of the  history course  are  to:  

1. develop an  understanding of, and  continuing interest in, the  past 
2. encourage students to engage with multiple perspectives and to appreciate the complex nature of              

historical  concepts, issues, events and  developments 
3. promote  international-mindedness through the  study of history from  more  than  one  region  of the  world 
4. develop an understanding of history as a discipline and to develop historical consciousness including a               

sense  of chronology and  context, and  an  understanding of different historical  perspectives 
5. develop key historical  skills, including engaging effectively with sources 
6. increase students’ understanding of themselves and of contemporary society by encouraging reflection            

on  the  past.  
 
Syllabus  Details  
 
Standard Level  History students will  study two  20th century world  history topics and  a  prescribed subject. 
 
Topic  1: Causes and effects  of  20th century  wars 
This topic focuses on the causes, practice and effects of war in the 20th century. The topic explores the causes of wars,                      
as well as the way in which warfare was conducted, including types of war, the use of technology, and the impact these                      
factors had upon the outcome. Examination questions for this topic will require students to make reference to specific                  
20th-century wars in their responses, and some examination questions will require discussion of wars from more than                 
one region of the world. Please note that the suggested examples for this topic include “cross-regional” wars such as the                    
First and Second World Wars. In examination questions that ask students to discuss examples of wars from different                  
regions, students may use these wars in a regional context (for example, the Second World War in the Pacific) but may                     
not then  use  the  same  war in  a  different region  (for example, the  Second  World  War  in  Europe) in  the  same  response. 
 
Topic  2: The  Cold War:  Superpower  tensions  and rivalries (20th century) 
The Cold War dominated global affairs from the end of the Second World War to the early 1990s. This topic focuses on                      
how superpower rivalries did not remain static but changed according to styles of leadership, strength of ideological                 
beliefs, economic factors and crises involving client states. The topic aims to promote an international perspective on the                  
Cold  War  by requiring the  study of Cold  War  leaders, countries and  crises from more  than  one  region of the  world. 
 
 
Prescribed subject 4: Rights  and protest  
This prescribed subject focuses on struggles for rights and freedoms in the mid-20th century. Two case studies are                  
prescribed, from two different regions of the world, and both of these case studies must be studied. The first case study                     
explores the civil rights movement in the US between 1954 and the passing of the Voting Rights Act in 1965. The second                      
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case study explores protests against apartheid in South Africa. It focuses specifically on the years 1948–1964, beginning                 
with the election of the National Party in 1948 and ending with the imprisonment of Nelson Mandela and his                   
co-defendants following  the  Rivonia trial  in  1964. 

 
Higher Level History students will study three topics related to the Asia Pacific region as well as the material covered in                     
the  SL  course. 
 
3 courses chosen from the options below (all students will cover the same 3 topics and decision will rest on                    
resourcing and student  choice): 
 

● Japan (1912–1990) 
● China  and  Korea  (1910–1950) 
● Impact of the  world  wars on  South-East Asia 
● The  People’s Republic of China  (1949–2005) 
● Cold  War  conflicts in  Asia 
● Developments in  Oceania after the  Second World  War  (1945–2005) 

 
 
Assessment Details 

Higher Level  Standard Level  

External Assessment                
 
Paper  1  (1  hour): a  document-based paper 
with four  short answer/structured questions on 
the  prescribed subject                                       
           
Paper  2  (1.5  hours): Students write  2  essays 
based on  the  two  world  history topics               
   
 
Paper  3  (2.5hours): Students write  3  essays 
based on  regional HL  topics         

80% 
 

(20%) 
 
 
 

(25%) 
 
 
 

(35%) 

External Assessment                          
Paper  1  (1  hour): a  document-based paper 
with four  short answer/structured questions on 
the  prescribed subject                                       
           
 
Paper  2  (1.5  hours): Students write  2  essays 
based on  the  two  world history topics             
 
 

75% 
 

(30%) 
 
 
 

(45%) 

Internal Assessment                
           
A historical  investigation on  a  topic, that 
occurred  no  earlier than  10  years ago, of the 
student’s choosing  that  includes a  summary of 
evidence, an  evaluation of sources and  a 
reflection. 

20% Internal Assessment               
             
A historical  investigation on  a  topic, that 
occurred  no  earlier than  10  years ago, of the 
student’s choosing that  includes a  summary of 
evidence, an  evaluation of sources and  a 
reflection. 

25% 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Alex Hall 
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Psychology 
 

Introduction  
Psychology is the systematic study of the human condition through a variety of approaches. Such investigative                
approaches include the experimental method, observation, clinical interviews, and questionnaires. Seen through three             
major perspectives - biological, cognitive and sociocultural the study of psychology offers the students in ICHK a field of                   
study that  brings together  several  academic traditions.  
 
IB Psychology takes a holistic approach that fosters intercultural understanding and respect. In the core of the course,                  
the biological level of analysis demonstrates what all humans share, whereas the cognitive and sociocultural levels of                 
analysis reveal the immense diversity of influences that produce human behaviour and mental processes. Cultural               
diversity is explored and students are encouraged to develop empathy for the feelings, needs and lives of others within                   
and outside their own culture. This empathy contributes to an international understanding. Furthermore, students learn to                
understand and analyse normal and abnormal human behaviour in the biological, cognitive and sociocultural              
perspectives, and  explore alternative explanations of these  behaviours. 
 
Aims &  Objectives  
IB Psychology analyses the causes of individual and group behaviour at three prescribed levels of analysis: biological,                 
cognitive and sociocultural. Assumptions of psychology that are addressed include motivations underlying human             
behavior, social interaction, language and thinking, memory and emotion. The students will be engaged in a variety of                  
practical activities including observations, experiments and interviews. There is an emphasis on writing as a way of                 
thinking. Students will also study abnormal psychology at Standard Level and both abnormal and developmental               
psychology at Higher Level.  All  students will  complete  a  simple experimental study and  research report. 
 
The  aims of the  Psychology course  at Standard Level and  at Higher Level  are  to:  

• develop an  awareness of how  psychological research can  be  applied for  the  benefit of human  beings  
• ensure that  ethical  practices are  upheld in  psychological inquiry  
• develop an  understanding of alternative explanations of behaviour  
• understand and  use  diverse  methods of psychological inquiry 

 
Syllabus  Details  
 
Part 1: Introduction to Research in Psychology 
Students explore the scientific methods to study human behaviour and the statistical techniques to measure human                
behavior. Students will learn to take the ethical considerations into account in studying and measuring human behaviour.                 
In addition, the skills used in evaluating the methodology of psychological experiments will be introduced for application                 
throughout the  course.  
 
Part 2: The  Biological Level  of  Analysis 
Students explore the genetic and physiological influences on human behaviour. The topics include localisation of brain                
function, the effects of neurotransmission and functions of hormones in behaviour. Students evaluate the use of brain                 
imaging technologies in investigating the relationship between biological factors and behavior. During this unit, students               
are exposed to relevant research studies on the influence of genetic inheritance and the evolutionary explanation of                 
behaviour. Students engage in discussion on ethical considerations related to research studies at the biological level of                 
analysis. 
 
Part 3: The  Cognitive  Level  of  Analysis 
Students engage in  deeper analysis of human behaviour by considering the  correlation between cognition and  emotion, 
with a  specific focus on  the  cognitive  process of memory and  motivation. Students explore how  to  handle emotions, from 
anger to  happiness. During  this  unit, students study various examples of experiments relevant to  cognition  and  emotion, 
in  preparation for  developing their  own  research proposal. 
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Part 4: The  Social-Cultural Level  of  Analysis 
Students explore the social norms and the cultural norms in analysing human behaviour. With a focus on marketing,                  
students consider the social and cultural factors that influence our decision making. Students also look at the                 
socio-cultural explanations for  behaviour with a  physiological origin, such  as depression and  stress.  
 
Part 5  (HL only) : Abnormal Psychology:  Depression 
Students evaluate the theories and studies relevant to the study of abnormal behaviour, referring to biological, cognitive                 
and sociocultural factors that influence abnormal behaviour. Students examine the concepts of normality and              
abnormality, and the cultural and ethical considerations in making diagnosis of psychological disorders. In particular,               
students look at the  symptoms, diagnosis and  treatment for  depression.  
 
Part 6:  (Both HL and SL)   Health Psychology:   Stress 
Students examine the theories relevant to the study of health psychology, referring to biological, cognitive and                
sociocultural factors that influence health psychology. Many health issues are the result of lifestyle, either imposed on                 
individuals or chosen by individuals, and often despite well-publicised risks. An understanding of health psychology is                
important in the development of prevention strategies and fosters a more positive perception of healthy choices.                
Students will  specifically focus on  stress.  
 
Internal Assessment (Both HL and SL) :  Experimental Study 
The Internal assessment is an integral part of the course and is compulsory for both SL and HL students. It enables                     
students to demonstrate the application of their skills and knowledge, and to pursue their personal interests without the                  
time limitations and other constraints that are associated with written examinations. The internal assessment should, as                
far as possible, be woven into normal classroom teaching and not be a separate activity conducted after the course has                    
been taught. 
 
The internal assessment requirements at SL and at HL are the same. Students will investigate a published study, theory                   
or model relevant to their learning in psychology by conducting an experimental investigation and reporting the findings.                 
The  requirements will  be  explained in  more  detail in  the  internal  assessment details. 
 
Assessment Details 
 

Higher Level  Standard Level  

External Assessment             
             
Paper  1  (2  hours): Short answer questions on 
the  three  Levels of Analysis    
 
Paper  2  (1  hour): Answer two  questions in  an 
extended essay form from  the  options studied 
     
Paper  3  (1  hour): Three  compulsory questions 
based on  an  unseen text, covering Qualitative 
Research  Methods           

80% 
 

(40%) 
 
 

(20%) 
  
 

(20%) 

External Assessment                     
      
Paper  1  (2  hours): Short answer questions on 
the  three  Levels of Analysis    
 
Paper  2  (1  hour): Answer one  question in  an 
extended essay form from  the  option studied 
 
 

75% 
 

(50%) 
 
 

(25%) 

Internal Assessment              
              
Students plan, undertake and  report on  a 
replication of a  simple  experimental study 

20% 
 

Internal Assessment            
                
Students plan, undertake and  report on  a 
replication of a  simple  experimental study. 

25% 

 
 
Teachers  Responsible: Mr. Kesham Zawacki 
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Environmental Systems  and Societies  (Transdisciplinary)
 

Introduction  
As a transdisciplinary subject, Environmental Systems and Societies is designed to combine the techniques and               
knowledge associated with Group 4 subjects (the Experimental Sciences) with those associated with Group 3 subjects                
(Individuals and Societies). By choosing to study a transdisciplinary course such as this as part of their Diploma,                  
students are able to satisfy the requirements for both groups 3 and 4 ,thus allowing them to choose another subject                   
from any group (including another Group 3 or 4 subject). The Environmental Systems and Societies course is offered at                   
Standard Level  only.  
 
The prime intent of this course is to provide students with a coherent perspective of the interrelationships between                  
environmental systems and societies; one that enables them to adopt an informed personal response to the wide range                  
of pressing environmental issues that they will inevitably come to face, their own relationship with their environment and                  
the significance of choices and decisions that they make in their own lives. It is intended that students develop a sound                     
understanding of the  interrelationships between environmental systems  and  societies. 
 
Aims &  Objectives  
The  aims of the  ESS course  are  to  enable students to: 
 

1. acquire  the  knowledge and  understandings of environmental systems at a  variety of scales 
2. apply the knowledge, methodologies and skills to analyse environmental systems and issues at a variety of                

scales 
3. appreciate the  dynamic interconnectedness between environmental systems and  societies 
4. value the combination of personal, local and global perspectives in making informed decisions and taking               

responsible actions on  environmental issues 
5. be critically aware that resources are finite, and that these could be inequitably distributed and exploited,                

and  that  management of these  inequities is the  key to  sustainability 
6. develop awareness of the  diversity of environmental value  systems 
7. develop critical awareness that environmental problems are caused and solved by decisions made by              

individuals and  societies that  are  based on  different areas of knowledge 
8. engage with the  controversies that  surround  a  variety of environmental issues 
9. create  innovative solutions to  environmental issues by engaging actively in  local and  global contexts.  

 
Syllabus  Details  
The following big questions are intended as a guide to shape an overall concept-based approach to the delivery of this                    
subject, and to encourage a holistic perspective on the relationship between human societies and natural systems. They                 
have been designed to engender a vision of the overarching principles that are central to the course, and to encourage                    
students to  revisit central  ideas in  different contexts. 
 
A. Which strengths and weaknesses of the systems approach and of the use of models have been revealed through this                    
topic? 
 
B. To what extent have the solutions emerging from this topic been directed at preventing environmental impacts, limiting                  
the  extent of the  environmental impacts or restoring  systems in  which  environmental impacts have  already occurred? 
 
C. What  value systems  are  at play in  the  causes and  approaches to  resolving the  issues addressed in  this  topic? 
 
D. How does your personal value system compare with the others you have encountered in the context of issues raised                    
in  this  topic? 
 
E. How  are  the  issues addressed in  this  topic  relevant to  sustainability or sustainable development? 
 
F. In which ways might the solutions explored in this topic alter your predictions for the state of human societies and the                      
biosphere decades from now? 
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These  big questions  are  addressed in the  topics  below: 
 

Topic  1 — Foundations  of environmental systems and  societies 
Topic  2 —Ecosystems and  ecology 
Topic  3 —Biodiversity and  conservation 
Topic  4 —Water and  aquatic food  production systems and  societies 
Topic  5 —Soil  systems and  terrestrial  food  production systems and  societies 
Topic  6 —Atmospheric systems and  societies 
Topic  7 —Climate  change and  energy production 
Topic  8 —Human  systems and  resource use  

 
Assessment Details 
  

Higher Level  Standard Level  

IB  does not offer 

Environmental Systems 

and  Societies at Higher 

Level. 

External Assessment           
              
Paper  1 : Case  study - 1h                     
 
Paper  2 :  Short answers and  Structured  Essays  - 2h                          
       
 

75% 
 

(25%) 
 

(50%) 

 Internal Assessment                          
 
The individual investigation will be a single task taking about 10           
hours. This time allocation includes time for consultation with the          
teacher to discuss the research question before the investigation is          
implemented, as well as time spent developing methodology and         
collecting data. 
 
The purpose of the internal assessment investigation is to focus on a            
particular aspect of an ESS issue and to apply the results to a             
broader environmental and/or societal context. The investigation is        
recorded as a  written  report. 

25% 

 
 

Teacher  Responsible: Ms. Flora  Lai  
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Group  4  : Experimental Sciences  
  
The  Nature  of  Group  4  Courses 
Group 4 subjects are necessary in developing the skills of inquiry, hypothesis, application, evaluation and reflection.                
Group 4 courses are excellent preparation for university study. ICHK will be offering Biology, Chemistry and Physics at                  
Higher and Standard Levels as well as the transdisciplinary subject, Environmental Systems and Society at Standard                
Level.  
 
Students should carefully check university admission requirements regarding entry into Science or Technology faculties.              
Many universities require  students to  do  two  Sciences along with an  advanced Maths course.  
 
Higher level courses are suitable for students who have a keen interest and ability in Science and who score a minimum                     
‘B’  in  IGCSE  Coordinated Science and  Maths.  
 
The  Group  4  Project 
The Group 4 Project is a collaborative activity where students from different Group 4 subjects work together on a                   
scientific or technological topic, allowing for concepts and perceptions from across the disciplines to be shared in line                  
with Aim 10 of the program. It is also used toward Aims 7 & 8. The project may be done either as an internal or external                          
field  trip. In  recent years the  project has been used  to  focus on  local  environment. 
 
Group  4  Aims &  Objectives 
 

1. Appreciate scientific study and creativity within a global context through stimulating and challenging             
opportunities  

2. Acquire  a  body of knowledge, methods and  techniques that  characterize science  and  technology  
3. Apply and  use  a  body of knowledge, methods and  techniques that  characterize  science and  technology  
4. Develop an  ability to  analyse, evaluate and  synthesize  scientific information  
5. Develop a critical awareness of the need for, and the value of, effective collaboration and communication                

during  scientific activities  
6. Develop experimental and  investigative scientific skills including the  use  of current technologies  
7. Develop and  apply 21st-century communication skills in  the  study of science  
8. Become  critically aware, as global citizens, of the  ethical  implications of using science and  technology  
9. Develop an  appreciation of the  possibilities and  limitations of science and  technology  
10. Develop an understanding of the relationships between scientific disciplines and their influence on other              

areas of knowledge.  
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Group  4  Assessment 
 
Assessment Weightings 
 

Assessment 
Standard Level  (SL) Higher Level  (HL) 

Duration  (hours) Weighting  % Duration  (hours) Weighting  % 

Paper  1 ¾ 20 1 20 

Paper  2 1¼ 40 2¼ 36 

Paper  3 1 20 1¼ 24 

Internal 
Assessment (IA) 

10 20 10 20 

 
  
Description of  Papers 
Paper 1 is a multiple choice examination consisting of 30 questions at Standard Level and 40 questions at Higher Level.                    
The questions may address any learning area from the subject core material at Standard Level, and from the the subject                    
core  and  additional higher level material  at Higher Level. 
 
Paper 2 is a short-answer and extended-response examination. As with Paper 1, the questions may address any                 
learning area from the subject core material at Standard Level, and from the the subject core and additional higher level                    
material  at Higher Level. 
 
Paper 3 is also a short-answer and extended-response paper. However, this paper focuses on the experimental nature                 
of the subject, and will also contain questions on the subject Option Topic. See below for more details on available option                     
topics for each subject. This paper is presented in two sections. Section A contains one data-based question and several                   
short-answer questions on experimental work. Section B contains short and long answer questions on the subject Option                 
Topic. 
 
Description of  Internal Assessment 
Each  student is required to  complete one  investigation, assessed using  the  IB  Group  4  Science  Internal  Assessment 
Criteria  on: Personal Engagement, Exploration, Analysis, Evaluation, and  Communication. Students make  a  proposal for 
a  topic  and  area  of study. Following  which  they  may use  10  hours of class-time  to  plan, investigate, and  report on  their 
area  of study 
 
Practical Scheme  of  Work 
Students at Higher Level complete  60  hours of practical work during their  program, while students at Standard  Level 
complete  40  hours of practical work. Included in  these  hours are  10  hours for  the  group  4  project, and  10  hours for  the 
Internal  Assessment Project. This  leaves 40  hours at Higher Level and  20  hours at Standard  Level that  are  used  for 
in-class experimentation. 
 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Ms. Flora  Lai 
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Biology 
 

Introduction 
Biology is the study of life. The first organisms appeared on the planet over 3 billion years ago and, through reproduction                     
and natural selection, have given rise to the 8 million or so different species alive today. Estimates vary, but over the                     
course of evolution, 4 billion species could have been produced. Most of these flourished for a period of time and then                     
became extinct as new, while better adapted species took their place. There have been at least five periods when very                    
large numbers of species became extinct and biologists are concerned that another mass extinction is under way,                 
caused this time by human activity. Nonetheless, there are more species alive on Earth today than ever before. This                   
diversity makes biology both an  endless source  of fascination and  a  considerable challenge. 
 
An interest in life is natural for humans; not only are we living organisms ourselves, but we depend on many species for                      
our survival, are threatened by some and co-exist with many more. From the earliest cave paintings to the modern                   
wildlife documentary, this interest is as obvious as it is ubiquitous, as biology continues to fascinate young and old all                    
over the  world. 
 
Biologists attempt to understand the living world at all levels using many different approaches and techniques. At one                  
end of the scale is the cell, its molecular construction and complex metabolic reactions. At the other end of the scale                     
biologists investigate  the  interactions that  make  whole ecosystems function. 
 
Many areas of research in biology are extremely challenging and many discoveries remain to be made. Biology is still a                    
young science and great progress is expected in the 21st century. This progress is sorely needed at a time when the                     
growing human population is placing ever greater pressure on food supplies and on the habitats of other species, and is                    
threatening the  very planet we  occupy. 
 
Syllabus  Details 
Core (All  students study at both SL  & HL): 
 

Topic  1: Cell biology 
Topic  2: Molecular biology 
Topic  3: Genetics 
Topic  4: Ecology 
Topic  5: Evolution and  biodiversity 
Topic  6: Human physiology 
 

Advanced Higher Level  (AHL): 
 

Topic  7: Nucleic acids 
Topic  8: Metabolism, cell  respiration and  photosynthesis 
Topic  9: Plant biology 
Topic  10: Genetics and  evolution 
Topic  11: Animal  physiology 

 
Options : (Choice  of 1) 
 

A: Neurobiology and  behaviour 
B: Biotechnology and  bioinformatics 
C: Ecology and  conservation 
D: Human  physiology 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Stephen Kay 
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Chemistry  

Introduction  
Chemistry has dramatically changed our lives from those of our great-grandparents; from plastics to fibres, from fuels to                  
medicines, and it continues to influence our lives, especially in the new field of nanochemistry. Chemistry is a key                   
science subject, and often considered the link between biology and physics. It is needed by students, often at Higher                   
Level, who are considering any type of medical, zoological, pharmaceutical or chemical career. It may also be studied as                   
a  quantitative science in  its own  right. 
 
In more formal terms Chemistry is the study of matter and the changes it can undergo.Here at ICHK, Chemistry will be                     
taught very much as the practical, experiential, exploratory lab based subject that it is. Students must enjoy practical and                   
investigative work, and be able to work individually, as well as in groups, if they are to enjoy the two-year Diploma                     
Programme  course, and  take  full  advantage of what the  subject has to  offer.  
 
Syllabus  Details 
 
Core (All  students study at both SL  & HL): 
 

Topic  1: Stoichiometric Relationships 
Topic  2: Atomic Structure 
Topic  3: Periodicity 
Topic  4: Chemical Bonding and  Structure 
Topic  5: Energetics/thermochemistry 
Topic  6: Chemical Kinetics 
Topic  7: Equilibrium 
Topic  8: Acids and  Bases 
Topic  9: Redox Processes 
Topic  10: Organic Chemistry 
Topic  11: Measurement and  Data Processing 

 
Advanced Higher Level  (AHL): 
 

Topic  12: Atomic Structure 
Topic  13: The  Period  Table  - The  Transition  Metals 
Topic  14: Chemical  Bonding and  Structure 
Topic  15: Energetics/thermochemistry 
Topic  16: Chemical  Kinetics 
Topic  17: Equilibrium 
Topic  18: Acids and  Bases 
Topic  19: Redox Processes 
Topic  20: Organic Chemistry 
Topic  21: Measurement and  Analysis 

 
Options:  (Choice  of 1) 
 

A: Materials 
B: Biochemistry 
C: Energy 
D: Medicinal Chemistry 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mrs. Michelle  Rines 
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Physics 
 

Introduction  
Physics is the most fundamental of the Experimental Sciences. It is the basis on which all the scientific principles in other                     
sciences rely upon in the understanding of the universe, from the subatomic to the macroscopic and finally cosmological                  
perspective. 
 
Classical physics was based on Newtonian mechanics, electromagnetism and thermodynamics. This resulted in the              
idea of predictability in which the universe is deterministic and knowable. However, as the nature of any Experimental                  
Science, new discoveries dating from the end of the 19th century eventually led to the demise of the classical picture of                     
the  universe as being knowable and  predictable.  
 
Nothing is certain and everything is decided by probability. But there is still much that is unknown and there will                    
undoubtedly be further paradigm shifts as our understanding deepens. Observations remain essential at the very core of                 
physics, and  this  sometimes requires a  leap of imagination to  decide what to  look for.  
 
Models are developed to try to understand the observations, and these themselves can become theories that attempt to                  
explain the observations. Theories are not directly derived from the observations but need to be created. These acts of                   
creation can sometimes compare to those in great art, literature and music, but differ in one aspect that is unique to                     
science: the predictions of these theories or ideas must be tested by careful experimentation.Without these tests, a                 
theory is useless. At the  school level, both theory and  experiments should be  undertaken by all  students 
 
 
Syllabus  Details  
Core (All  students study at both SL  & HL): 
 

Topic  1: Measurement and  Uncertainty 
Topic  2: Mechanics 
Topic  3: Thermal  Physics 
Topic  4: Waves 
Topic  5: Electricity and  Magnetism 
Topic  6: Circular Motion  and  Gravitation 
Topic  7: Atomic, Nuclear, and  Particle  Physics 
Topic  8: Energy Production 

 
Advanced Higher Level  (AHL): 

 
Topic  9: Wave  Phenomena 
Topic  10: Fields 
Topic  11: Electromagnetic Induction 
Topic  12: Quantum  and  Nuclear Physics 

 
Options:  (Choice  of 1) 
 

A: Relativity 
B: Engineering Physics 
C: Imaging 
D: Astrophysics 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Dr. Steve  Rines 
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Group  5  : Mathematics  
 
The  Nature  of  Group  5  Courses 
Mathematics is a compulsory subject in the IB Diploma Programme. Since individual students have different needs,                
interests and  mathematical  abilities, three  courses in  mathematics are  available: 
 

● Mathematical Studies SL 
● Mathematics SL 
● Mathematics HL  

 

These courses are designed for different types of students: those who wish to study mathematics in depth, either as a                    
subject in its own right or to pursue their interests in areas related to mathematics; those who wish to gain a degree of                       
understanding and competence better to understand their approach to other subjects; and those who may not as yet be                   
aware how mathematics may be relevant to their studies and in their daily lives. Each course is designed to meet the                     
needs of a particular group of students. Therefore, great care should be taken to select the course that is most                    
appropriate for  an  individual student. 

In  making  this  selection, individual students should be  advised to  take  account of the  following  types of factor. 

 
● Their  own  abilities in  mathematics and  the  type  of mathematics in  which  they  can  be  successful 
● Their own interest in mathematics, and those particular areas of the subject that may hold the most                 

interest for  them 
● Their  other choices of subjects within the  framework of the  Diploma Programme 
● Their  academic plans, in  particular the  subjects they  wish  to  study in  future 
● Their  choice of career 

 
Students should consider their needs carefully and discuss the selection with their Mathematics teacher. They are also                 
advised to check the university entrance requirements in order to choose the most appropriate course from the three                  
mathematics courses available.  
 
Mathematics HL is a very demanding and challenging course and it is recommended that students attain an A* at IGCSE                    
Maths if they  wish  to  pursue this  course. A minimum of grade  B is recommended for  Mathematics SL.  
 
Mathematical Studies SL is better suited for students who do not intend any further study in this subject at the tertiary                     
level  and  enjoy learning how  their  knowledge of mathematics can  be  applied in  real  life situations. 
 
The  aims of  all mathematics courses in Group  5  are  to enable students  to: 
 

1. enjoy mathematics, and  develop an  appreciation of the  elegance and  power of mathematics 
2. develop an  understanding of the  principles and  nature  of mathematics  
3. communicate clearly and  confidently in  a  variety of contexts  
4. develop logical, critical  and  creative  thinking, and  patience  and  persistence in  problem-solving 
5. employ and  refine  their  powers of abstraction and  generalization 
6. apply and transfer skills to alternative situations, to other areas of knowledge and to future               

developments 
7. appreciate how  developments in  technology and  mathematics have  influenced each  other 
8. appreciate the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of mathematicians and the               

applications of mathematics 
9. appreciate the international dimension in mathematics through an awareness of the university of             

mathematics and  its multicultural and  historical  perspectives 
10. appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other disciplines, and as a particular “area of              

knowledge” in  the  TPK  course. 
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Mathematics
  

Introduction  
Mathematics SL and HL students undertake a common core syllabus and internal assessment in Mathematics SL and                 
HL is an individual exploration. However, HL students are required to study some topics in greater depth and breadth.                   
The assessment questions at HL are also designed to be more demanding in terms of problem solving and analysis. The                    
IBO recommends 240  teaching hours for  HL  subjects and  150  hours for  SL. 
 
Mathematics  SL 
This course caters for students who already posses knowledge of basic mathematical concepts, and who are equipped                 
with the skills needed to apply simple mathematical techniques correctly. The majority of these students will expect to                  
need a sound mathematical background as they prepare for future studies in subjects such as chemistry, economics,                 
psychology and  business administration.  
 
Mathematics  HL 
This course caters for students with a solid background in mathematics who are competent in a range of analytical and                    
technical skills. The majority of these students will be expecting to include mathematics as a major component of their                   
university studies, either as a subject in its own right or within courses such as physics, engineering and technology.                   
Others may take this subject because they have a strong interest in mathematics and enjoy meeting its challenges and                   
engaging with its problems. 
 
Syllabus  Outline  
Students at both SL and HL study the core syllabus consisting of seven topics. However, Mathematics at HL is                   
supplemented by the study of options. Students at HL must study all the sub-topics in one of the options as listed in the                       
syllabus details.  The  duration of each  option is 48  hours.  
 

Topic  Number  
(SL/HL) 

Topic  Name Teaching  Hours 
(SL / HL) 

1 Algebra  9  / 30 

2 Functions and  equations 24  / 22 

3 Circular functions and  trigonometry 16  / 22 

4 Vectors 16  / 24 

5 Statistics and  probability 35  / 36 

6 Calculus 40  / 48 

Mathematical exploration 
 
Internal  assessment in  Mathematics SL  and  HL  is an  individual exploration. This  is a  piece 
of written  work that  involves investigating an  area  of mathematics. 

10 

 
Students at HL must study all  the  sub-topics  in  one  of the  following  options as listed  in  the  syllabus details. 
 

Topic  7  Statistics and  probability 

48  hours 
Topic  8 Sets, relations and  groups 

Topic  9 Calculus 

Topic  10 Discrete  mathematics 

 
 
 
 

48 



 
 
Assessment Outline 
 

SL HL 

External assessment (3  hours)  
 
Paper 1: No  calculator allowed  
(1.5  hours)  
  
Paper 2: Graphic display calculator (GDC) required 
(1.5  hours)  
 

(80%) 
 

40% 
 
 

40% 

External  assessment (4  hours)  
 
Paper 1: No  calculator allowed (2  hours) 
 
Paper 2: Graphic display calculator (GDC) 
required (2  hours)  
 
Paper 3: Graphic display calculator (GDC) 
required (2  hours)  

(80%) 
 

30% 
 
 

30% 
 
 

20% 

Internal assessment   
 
Mathematical Exploration 
This  is a  short report written  by the  student based 
on  a  topic  chosen by them  and  should  focus on  the 
mathematics of that  particular area. The  emphasis 
is on  mathematical communication (including 
formulae, diagrams, graphs etc) with accompanying 
commentary, good mathematical writing  and 
thoughtful  reflection. 

(20%) Internal assessment   
 
Mathematical Exploration  

This  is a  short report written  by the  student based 
on  a  topic  chosen  by them  and  should  focus on 
the  mathematics of that  particular area. The 
emphasis is  on  mathematical communication 
(including formulae, diagrams, graphs etc)  with 
accompanying commentary, good mathematical 
writing  and  thoughtful  reflection. 

(20%) 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Jimmy Lam 
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Mathematical Studies  (SL Only) 
Introduction  
This course is available only at SL, and is equivalent in status to Mathematics SL, but addresses different needs. It has                     
an emphasis on applications of mathematics, and the largest section is on statistical techniques. It is designed for                  
students with varied mathematical backgrounds and abilities. It offers students opportunities to learn important concepts               
and techniques and to gain an understanding of a wide variety of mathematical topics. It prepares students to be able to                     
solve problems in a variety of settings, to develop more sophisticated mathematical reasoning and to enhance their                 
critical thinking. The individual project is an extended piece of work based on personal research involving the collection,                  
analysis and evaluation of data. Students taking this course are well prepared for a career in social sciences, humanities,                   
languages or arts. These students may need to utilize the statistics and logical reasoning that they have learned as part                    
of the  Mathematical Studies SL  course  in  their  future  studies.  
 
Syllabus  Outline  
Students study the core syllabus consisting of seven compulsory topics. At all times during the course, students are                  
expected to  have  access to  a  graphic display calculator (GDC).  
 

Topic  Number  Topic  Name Teaching  Hours 

1 Number and  algebra  20 

2 Descriptive  statistics 12 

3 Logic, sets and  probability  20 

4 Statistical  applications  17 

5 Geometry and  trigonometry  18 

6 Mathematical models 20 

7 Introduction to  differential calculus  18 

Project 
 
The  project is an  individual piece  of work  involving the  collection of information  or the 
generation of measurements, and  the  analysis and  evaluation of the  information or 
measurements.  

25 

 
 
Assessment Outline 

SL 

External assessment (3  hours)  
 
Paper 1: No  calculator allowed (1.5  hours)  
  
Paper 2: Graphic display calculator (GDC) required (1.5  hours)  
 

(80%) 
 

40% 
 

40% 

Internal assessment   
 
Project 
The  project is an  individual piece  of work  involving the  collection of information  or the 
measurements, and  the  analysis and  evaluation of the  information or measurements. 

(20%) 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Jimmy Lam 
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Group  6  : The  Arts 
 
Introduction 
The Group 6 subjects of Film, Visual Arts and Theatre Arts allow the students to become creatively immersed in an art                     
form that they are passionate about. Those students who have the capacity to discover, consider, challenge and extend                  
new  ideas, utilizing these  two  art form skills will  achieve highly in  these  subject areas.  
 
In addition to skill, students need to be prepared to think ‘outside the box’ and become excited about their learning and                     
their new creations in these subjects. By studying the arts and engaging with them practically, students will discover how                   
elusive, fascinating and varied art forms can be. Through thinking further, their ideas can be used to frame, reflect,                   
expose, critique  and  speculate  new  perspectives.  
 
Through studying both art forms the students will continue to gain an appreciation of how the arts have the power to                     
entertain, enrich and transform peoples’ everyday lives. Without the arts, life would be dull, lifeless and unrewarding.                 
Both art forms exist to create new ideas, questions, experiences and opportunities for all. The students, through these                  
two Diploma courses, have the opportunity to consider how to do this and to experiment with their ideas. Their                   
appreciation of the  arts in  their  different forms will  extend  and  develop as the  courses progress. 
 
The arts are a means of exploring society and relationships within it. Through them, there will emerge possibilities for                   
individual and communal understanding. The students are encouraged to develop their social skills in order to learn how                  
to work effectively with others, and to be successful in any line of work they decide to pursue. Students will be required to                       
display a  willingness to  understand alternative  views, and  to  respect and  appreciate cultural diversity.  
 
Both courses are designed to encourage students to examine art forms and theatre in their diversity of forms from                   
around the world. This may be achieved through a critical study of the theory, history and culture of visual art and the                      
theatre, and will find expression through research, group work, individual work and practical creation. Students will come                 
to understand that the act of imagining, creating, presenting and critically reflecting on art and theatre in its past and                    
present contexts embodies the  individual and  social  need to  investigate and  find  explanations for  the  world  around  us. 
 
The practical experiences the students are involved in during each course will stay with them forever as they pursue their                    
interests. By choosing  an  arts  subject, they  will  be  developing academically, socially and  aesthetically.  
 
In  order to  gain  the  broadest education possible, Group  6  subjects are  highly recommended and  encouraged. 
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Film
 

Introduction 
Film is both a powerful communication medium and an art form. The IB Film course aims to develop students’ skills so                     
that  they  become  adept in  both interpreting and  making film  texts.  
Through the study and analysis of film texts and exercises in film-making, the IB Film course explores film history, theory                    
and the socio-economic background. The course develops students’ critical abilities, enabling them to appreciate the               
multiplicity of cultural and historical perspectives in film. To achieve an international understanding within the world of                 
film, students are taught to consider film texts, theories and ideas from the points of view of different individuals, nations                    
and  cultures.  
 
For any student to create, to present and to study film requires courage, passion and curiosity: courage to create                   
individually and as part of a team, to explore ideas through action and harness the imagination, and to experiment;                   
passion to communicate and to act communally, and to research and formulate ideas eloquently; curiosity about self and                  
others and the world around them, about different traditions, techniques and knowledge, about the past and the future,                  
and  about the  limitless possibilities of human expression through film.  
 
At the core of the IB film course lies a concern with clarity of understanding, critical thinking, reflective analysis, effective                    
involvement and  imaginative synthesis that  is achieved through  practical  engagement in  the  art and  craft of film. 
 
Aims and Objectives  
 
The IB Film course, at both standard and higher level aims to develop in the students’ skills necessary to achieve                    
creative and critical independence in their knowledge, experience and enjoyment of film. The IB film course emphasizes                 
the importance of working individually and as a member of a group. Students are encouraged to develop the professional                   
and technical skills (including organizational skills) needed to express themselves creatively in film. A challenge for                
students following this course is to become aware of their own perspectives and biases and to learn to respect those of                     
others. This requires willingness to attempt and to understand alternative views, to respect and appreciate cultural                
diversity, and  to  have  an  open  and  critical  mind. 
 
The  aims are  to  promote:  
 

1. an  appreciation and  understanding of film  as a  complex art form  
2. an  ability to  formulate  stories and  ideas in  film  terms  
3. the  practical and  technical skills of production  
4. critical  evaluation of film  productions by the  student and  by others  
5. a  knowledge of film-making traditions in  more  than  one  country 
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Syllabus  Details  
 
Part 1: Textual analysis  
It is essential that students are able to understand how meanings are constructed within and through film texts, and to                    
view the production of these texts in a broader framework. Students should be able to identify how film uses a range of                      
devices to represent experiences and stories, as well as to convey meanings and values. They should be able to acquire                    
and use the appropriate tools for analysing films from various countries and place these within wider sociocultural                 
perspectives. Students should  develop both their  own  enjoyment of film  and  lifelong habits of critical  inquiry.  
 
Part 2: Film  theory  and history 
Film is influenced by and is in part a product of its own history and tradition, as well as the social, economic and                       
institutional forces that surround it. Similarly, film is influenced by the observations and research of practitioners and                 
scholars.  
 
Part 3: Creative process  — techniques  and organization of  production  
Students will have the opportunity to develop skills in film production. This is a complex process that requires creative                   
and analytical skills as well as meticulous organization, and almost always involves close collaboration with others.                
Teachers need to guide students through initial creative exercises, gradually leading them towards more substantial               
projects.  
 
Students should learn the overall structure of film-making, the nature of the relationships in a production team, and the                   
need for discipline and protocol on set or location. Students should be encouraged to work in a variety of roles to enable                      
them  to  explore their  skills and  aptitude in  different fields.  
According to the nature of their project, students may work alone or in production groups containing a maximum of four                    
people.  
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 Assessment details 
 

HIGHER  LEVEL STANDARD  LEVEL 

EXTERNALLY ASSESSED 
 
Independent  study  Rationale, script and  list of 
sources for  a  short documentary production of 
12–15 pages on  an  aspect of film  theory and/or 
film  history, based on  a  study of a  minimum of four 
films. The  chosen films must originate from more 
than  one  country. (25  marks)  
 
Length of the  rationale: no  more  than  100  words  
Length of the  script: 12–15 pages  

25% EXTERNALLY ASSESSED 
 
Independent  study  Rationale, script and  list of 
sources for  a  short documentary production of 
12–15 pages on  an  aspect of film  theory and/or 
film  history, based on  a  study of a  minimum of two 
films. The  chosen films must originate from  more 
than  one  country. (25  marks)  
 
Length of the  rationale: no  more  than  100  words  
Length of the  script: 8-10  pages  

25% 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  
 
Presentation  An  oral  presentation of a  detailed 
critical  analysis of a  continuous extract from a 
prescribed film. The  extract must not be  longer 
than  5  minutes. (25  marks)  
 
Maximum length of presentation: 15  minutes  

25% EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT  
 
Presentation  An  oral  presentation of a  detailed 
critical  analysis of a  continuous extract from  a 
prescribed film. The  extract must not be  longer 
than  5  minutes. (25  marks)  
 
Maximum length of presentation: 10  minutes  

25% 

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT  
 
This  component is internally assessed  by the 
teacher and  externally moderated by the  IB  at the 
end  of the  course.  
Production portfolio   One  completed film  project 
with an  associated trailer and  written 
documentation encompassing and  connecting 
both: no  more  than  1,750 words (50  marks)  
 
Length of the  film  project: 6–7  minutes (including 
titles)  
Length of the  trailer: 40–60  seconds  
Length of individual rationale for  the  film: no  more 
than  100  words; length of individual rationale for 
the  trailer: no  more  than  100  words  Group  work: 
The  film  project may be  undertaken as a  group 
project, but all  accompanying documentation must 
be  individually produced. While  students at SL  and 
HL  may work together  in  a  production group, they 
cannot present the  same  edit of their  film  projects 
for  internal assessment due  to  the  different 
assessment requirements.  

50% INTERNAL ASSESSMENT  
 
This  component is internally assessed  by the 
teacher and  externally moderated by the  IB  at the 
end  of the  course.  
Production portfolio   One  completed film  project 
with written  documentation: no  more  than  1,200 
words (50  marks)  
 
Length of the  film  project: 4-5  minutes (including 
titles)  
Length of the  trailer: 40–60  seconds  
Length of individual rationale for  the  film: no  more 
than  100  words 
Group  work: The  film  project may be  undertaken 
as a  group project, but all  accompanying 
documentation must be  individually produced. 
While  students at SL  and  HL  may work together  in 
a  production group, they  cannot present the  same 
edit of their  film  projects for  internal assessment 
due  to  the  different assessment requirements. 

50% 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Alistair  Kanaan  
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Theatre  Arts 
 

Introduction  
Theatre is a composite art that is forever evolving in new forms. It nourishes, sustains and extends the human spirit. It is                      
a  means of exploring society and  relationships within it.  
 
The Theatre Arts course is designed to encourage students to examine theatre in its diversity of forms from around the                    
world. This may be achieved through a critical study of the theory, history and culture of theatre, and will find expression                     
through workshopping, devised work or scripted performance. Students will come to understand that the act of imagining,                 
creating, presenting and critically reflecting on theatre in its past and present contexts embodies the individual and social                  
need to  investigate and  find  explanations for  the  world  around  us. 
 
At the core of the Theatre Arts course lies a concern with clarity of understanding, critical thinking, reflective analysis,                   
effective involvement and imaginative synthesis—all of which should be achieved through practical engagement in              
theatre. 
 
Aims and Objectives  
 

1. Experience and participate in a wide and varied range of theatre activities and develop proficiency in                
more  than  one  area  of theatre  technique. 

2. Become  familiar with forms of theatre  from their  own  and  different cultures.  
3. Explore  different theatre  traditions in  their  historical  contexts. 
4. Develop academic skills appropriate for  the  study and  understanding of theatre.  
5. Become  reflective  and  critical  practitioners in  theatre. 
6. Develop the confidence to explore, to experiment and to work individually and collaboratively on              

innovative projects, which should  involve challenging established notions and  conventions of theatre. 
7. Understand the dynamic, holistic and evolving nature of theatre and the interdependencies of all              

aspects of this  art form. 
 
Syllabus  Details  
The students cover three main areas during the course: Theatre in the Making, Theatre in Performance, Theatre in                  
the  World. 
 
Theatre  in the  Making 
This  area  is intended to  equip  the  student with the  knowledge and  skills necessary to: 
 

● perform 
● devise, plan and  realize a  theatre  performance 
● observe theatre 

 
Theatre  in Performance 
This area involves the application of the knowledge and skills developed in “Theatre in the Making” through participation                  
in  theatre  performances in  the  different capacities of performer, director, designer and  member of a  production team. 
 
Theatre  in the  World 
his area involves the practical and theoretical exploration of a range of theatre traditions and cultural practices from                  
around the  world  and  from different historical periods.  
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Assessment Details 
 
 

Higher Level  Standard Level  

External assessment  
 
Solo Theatre  Piece  
Students at HL  research a  theatre  theorist they 
have  not previously studied, identify an  aspect(s) 
of their  theory and  create  and  present a  solo 
theatre  piece (4–8  minutes) based on  this 
aspect(s) of theory. 
 
Director’s  Notebook   
Students at SL  and  HL  choose a  published play 
text they  have  not previously studied and 
develop ideas regarding how  it could be  staged 
for  an  audience. 
 
Research Presentation   
Students at SL  and  HL  plan  and  deliver an 
individual presentation (15  minutes maximum) to 
their  peers in  which  they  outline and  physically 
demonstrate their  research into a  convention of a 
theatre  tradition they  have  not previously 
studied. 

(75%) 
 
 

35% 
 
 
 
 
 

20% 
 
 
 
 
 

20% 

External assessment  
 
Director’s  Notebook  
Students at SL and HL choose a published play         
text they have not previously studied and       
develop ideas regarding how it could be staged        
for  an  audience. 
 
Research Presentation  
Students at SL  and  HL  plan  and  deliver an 
individual presentation (15  minutes maximum) to 
their  peers in  which  they  outline and  physically 
demonstrate their  research  into a  convention of 
a  theatre  tradition  they  have  not previously 
studied. 

(65%) 
 

 
35% 

 
 
 
 
 

30% 

Internal Assessment  
 
Collaborative  Project  
Students at SL  and  HL  collaboratively create  and 
present an  original piece of theatre  (lasting 
13–15 minutes) for  and  to  a  specified target 
audience, created  from a  starting  point of their 
choice. 
 

(25%) Internal Assessment  
 
Collaborative  Project  
Students at SL and HL collaboratively create       
and present an original piece of theatre (lasting        
13–15 minutes) for and to a specified target        
audience, created from a starting point of their        
choice. 

(25%) 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Liam  Greenall  
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Visual Arts  
 

Introduction  
 
Visual Arts is a Group 6 subject and is offered at both Higher and Standard Levels. IB Art is a two-year course. During                       
these years students will be required to develop a portfolio of substantial artworks based on a theme of their choice.                    
Students will also need to keep a detailed Visual Arts Journal. At the end of the two years students, in addition to                      
producing a body of artwork and their visual arts journal, will present an exhibition of their own work. The course is an                      
essential step towards training in the Fine Arts, Graphic Design, Textiles and Fashion, Product Design and Photography.                 
A portfolio of work that demonstrates students’ creativity and level of practical ability is necessary for entry into the most                    
competitive of these.  
 
 
Aims &  Objectives  
 

1. The  aims of the  visual  arts course  are  to  enable students to:  
2. make  artwork that  is influenced by personal and  cultural contexts;  
3. become informed  and  critical  observers and  makers of visual  culture  and  media;  
4. develop skills, techniques and  processes in  order to  communicate  concepts and  ideas;  
5. become informed, reflective  and  critical  practitioners in  the  arts;  
6. understand the  dynamic and  changing nature  of the  arts;  
7. explore  and  value the  diversity of the  arts across time, place and  cultures;  
8. express ideas with confidence and  competence;  
9. develop perceptual and  analytical skills;  
10. enjoy a  lifelong engagement with the  arts.  

 
 
Syllabus  Details  
The  core  syllabus is composed of 3  parts: 
(a) Visual  Arts  in  Context 
(b) Visual  Arts  Methods 
(c)  Communicating Visual  Arts 
 
Visual Arts  in Context:  
The ‘visual arts in context’ part of the syllabus provides a lens through which students are encouraged to explore                   
perspectives, theories and cultures that inform and influence visual arts practice. Students should be able to research,                 
understand and  appreciate a  variety of contexts and  traditions and  be  able  to  identify links between them.  
 
Visual Arts  Methods  
The visual arts methods part of the syllabus addresses ways of making artwork through the exploration and acquisition of                   
skills, techniques and  processes, and  through  engagement with a  variety of media  and  methods.  
 
Communicating Visual Arts   
The communicating visual arts part of the syllabus involves students investigating, understanding and applying the               
processes involved in selecting work for exhibition and public display. It engages students in making decisions about the                  
selection  of their  own  work. 
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Assessment Details 
The assessment criteria are under three categories: Comparative Study (20% - external assessment); Process Portfolio               
(40%  - external assessment); and  Exhibition (40%  - internal  assessment) 
 

 External Assessment Internal Assessment 

 Comparative Study  20% Process Portfolio  40% Exhibition 40% 

SL students will need    
to submit: 

10-15 pages/screens 
(examine  and  compare  at 
least 3  artworks, at least 2  of 
which  should be  by different 
artists). 

9-18  pages/screens 
(experimentation, exploration, 
etc) and  refinement of a 
variety of art-making activities. 
 
The  submitted  work must be  in 
at least 2  art-making  forms 
(e.g. painting, sculpture, etc).  

A curatorial  rationale that  does 
not exceed 400  words.  
 
4-7  artworks. 
 
Exhibition text (stating  the  title, 
medium, size  and  intention 
(500  characters)) for  each 
selected artwork. 
Submit 2  photographs of their 
overall  exhibition.  

HL students will need    
to submit: 

10-15 pages/screens 
(examine  and  compare  at 
least 3  artworks, at least 2  of 
which  should be  by different 
artists). 
 
3-5  pages/screens which 
analyse the  extent to  which 
their  work and  practices have 
been influenced by the  art and 
artists examined.  
 
A list of sources used 
(academic reference) 

13-25 pages/screens 
(experimentation, exploration, 
etc) and  refinement of a 
variety of art-making activities. 
 
The  submitted  work must 
have  been created  in  at least 
3  art-making forms, selected 
from a  minimum of 2  columns 
of the  art-making forms table. 

A curatorial  rationale that  does 
not exceed 700  words.  
 
8-11  artworks. 
 
Exhibition text (stating  the  title, 
medium, size  and  intention 
(500  characters)) for  each 
selected artwork. 
Submit 2  photographs of their 
overall  exhibition.  
 
(Optional) submit 2 
photographs of the  overall 
exhibition.  

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mrs  Chris Cook 
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Courses offered by  Pamoja  Education  
Pamoja Education (www.pamojaeducation.com) is the only provider approved by the International Baccalaureate to             
teach Diploma Programme courses online. Pamoja Site-Based Coordinator in ICHK and/or a teacher familiar with the                
syllabus, will act as internal advisor, ensuring that the student stays on track and liaising with teachers at Pamoja.                   
Students will have a scheduled period per week on their timetables to meet with the Site-Based Coordinator to check                   
progress. 
 
Why  do students  choose IB  online  courses? 

● Allows them  to  study IB  subjects otherwise  unavailable at their  school. 
● Allows them  to  take  courses which would  not otherwise  fit  in  their  schedules. 
● Provides an  exciting  and  truly global educational experience. 
● Exposes them to a form of learning which they know will be important to their future studies and                  

careers. 
 
Students  will have  the  opportunity  to: 

● access a  structured  learning environment that  provides flexibility and  support in  equal measure 
● study alongside students from around the  world 
● gain  experience of using  the  latest online learning tools 
● regularly communicate with teachers, conversation teachers and  fellow  students 
● take  part in  interactive  and  engaging lessons that  allow  them  to  learn, review  and  practice  easily 
● practice  essential 21st century skills such  as digital literacy, collaboration and  self-organisation 
● develop their  receptive, productive  and  interactive skills 

 
Course quality:  

● Courses are designed by IB-experienced instructional designers, working with IB-approved subject           
matter experts 

● Each course is approved by the IB prior to delivery. Course delivery is monitored by the IB on an                   
ongoing basis 

● Teachers are IB-experienced and specially trained in online pedagogy – selected in accordance with              
strict IB  guidelines 

● Internal Assessments are subject to the same requirements as (including moderation) as in ‘face2face’              
courses. Students sit the  regular External  Assessments in  their  own  schools 

● No  distinction is made  on  the  IB  Diploma as to  whether the  course  was taken  face  to  face  or online 
● Final  exams are  the  same 

 
Course delivery:  

● Lessons follow a weekly schedule (that does not necessarily coincides with ICHK’s calendar, term              
breaks and  holidays) 

● Students should expect to commit the same amount of time as they would with their face to face IB                   
courses, to  the  online courses (including homework). 

● During  the  week, students can  work on  courses anytime, anywhere 
● Pamoja Education does encourage students to schedule regular ‘in–school’ and ‘out of school’ work              

periods.Students work closely with their  online teachers 
● In addition to direct support of class work, teachers provide extra support through monitored              

‘discussion threads’  and  ‘real  time’  office  hours 
 
What  qualities  make a  successful online  student? 

● Self-motivated, disciplined and  well-structured 
● Independent  learner 
● Reasonably strong  oral  and  written  communication skills in  the  English  language 
● Tech-friendly (though  not necessarily experienced in  online learning or Web  2.0 tools) 
● High  level of interest in  the  course 

 
 
Teacher  Responsible: Mr. Nicolás Arriaga (Pamoja  Site-Based Coordinator) 
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